The Glory of the World (part 1)

The Glory Of The World;
Or,

Table Of Paradise;

A True Account Of The Ancient Science Which Adam Learned
From God Himself; Which Noah, Abraham, And Solomon
Held As One Of The Greatest Gifts Of God; Which
Also All Sages, At All Times, Preferred To The
Wealth Of The Whole World, Regarded As
The Chief Treasure Of The Whole
World, And Bequeathed Only To
Good Men;

Namely

The Science Of The Philosopher's Stone.

2 PET. iii., 5:
"For this they willingly, through their wickednesge ignorant or, that through the Word of Godhbavens were
of old, and the earth standing out of the wated, iarthe water."
The Glory Of The World,
Or,
Table Of Paradise:
A most precious book, containing art, the like d¢fieh is not to be found upon earth; shewing théhtooncerning
the true Philosophy, and the most noble medicing,piceless Tincture, together with divers othedugble Arts,
and the instruments required for them.

Now, in the name of God, the Almighty Creator amdserver of this World, | venture to shew forth theden
mysteries of Nature, which God has planted therd,deigns to reveal to men, that they may see hawetiously
things are created, and how wonderfully all clasdasatural objects are brought forth: for a testimto all
believing Christian men, and for a comfort to dflieted and troubled hearts -- seeing that alhtfs created perish
and are decomposed only to be renewed again, tauliplied, animated, and perfected after theirdkiRor nothing
that is created, or born, is at rests but dailyaugdes increase or multiplication on the part ofurg until it
becomes that which is created and ordained toéd&dhsure of all mankind.
Therefore, beseech God to give you such wisdonuaddrstanding as will enable you to understandAHisand
to bring it, by His blessing, to a good issue fdés bwn glory, and the good of your neighbour.

If then you would obtain this knowledge at the hafh&od, you must confess yourself a miserableesirnsnd
implore His blessing, which alone can enable yoreteive His Gift worthily, and to bear in mind titée has
bestowed it upon you out of pure mercy, and thgtpitde or presumptuous insolence on your part ikt
certainly entail its loss, in addition to His wra#ind eternal condemnation. You must resolve tintiégs blessed
and divine work in the name of God, for the sera€all good Christians, and the building up of aith; to be a
good athlete in the war against unbelievers; tmsha company of wicked men; never to open yourtimagainst
the righteous; but to bestow your bounty upon #edy in order that after this life you may recdive crown of
eternal joy and beatitude. For this treasure, whicbove all other earthly treasures, is grargedrh alone who
approves himself humble, honest, gentle, and faithf far as the weakness of human nature allangskeeps the
laws of God through God's bounty and blessing,\almal is not likely to mistake the true nature of di, or to
abuse it against his own eternal welfare. It isgifieof the Holy Spirit, the loving bounty of thggeat God, which
comes down from the Father of light. He who madigissArt, must have asked and obtained wisdomaxf,Gince
he has not only gold, silver, and all the richethiff world, but also perfect health, length of sleand, what is
better still, the comfort toe be derived from asmaing type of the bitter passion and death ofLoud and Saviour



Jesus Christ, His descent into hell, His gloriond most holy Resurrection on the third day, andvitisory and
triumph over sin, death, Devil, and hell -- a vigtthat must carry joy and comfort to all that hale breath of life.
Let me now shew you how wonderfully the human anthd natures of Jesus Christ were united and gbine
together in one Person. The soul and body of CanidtHis divine nature were so inseparably joimegtther that
they cannot be severed throughout all eternity.aiéxeless Christ had to die, and His soul had teeiparated from
His body, and once more joined to it on the thiag,dhat His body might be glorified, and rendeasdubtle as His
soul and spirit. For He had received His body efsbbstance of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, aadeflore it had
to be perfected by temporary separation from Hig and Spirit. Nevertheless, His divinity remaingdted in one
essence with the body and soul of Christ -- it wik the body in the tomb, and with His soul in &dise.

The body of Christ had to be separated from it$ isoorder that it might receive the same power glody. But
now, Christ having been dead, and His soul havitegwaards been reunited to His body, they are hente
inseparably conjoined into one subtle essencedidise omnipotence which He received from His Fathéich
governs all things in heaven and earth, and islggperfect from all eternity, is now one Persoriwihe Christ
Jesus, who suffered, died, rose again, and ascémmeldeaven, in endless power, glory, majesty htignd
honour.

Therefore, O sinful man, render thanks to AlmigBtyd for the grace and fatherly loving kindness shewyou;
and rest assured that you may obtain the gloninawhich was given to Christ. For Christ rosetfttsat he might
open up for you a way unto His heavenly Fathereltkm, you too must be crucified to this world bamy
hardships, tribulations, and anxieties. But that geay understand the glorification of the body, @adenewal to
eternal life, you should dilligently consider Goftiitherly love and mercy towards fallen man. Beamind that all
things that come down from Him are good and pedéts. Take care, therefore, lest you foully abtieegifts
bestowed upon you freely, without any merit of youm, to the destruction of your soul; rather letyaur actions
shew that you love and fear God, and then eveiyuiato which you set your hand will prosper, arahirbeginning
to end you will pursue the work successfully angbjesly. Commit your care to God, trust His wordd &eep His
holy commandments: then God will be with you inthihgs, will bless your toil, and in His fatheftye forefend
all loss and harm. Your art will then afford youdrcomfort, yield you al] you need, refresh youaall your
hardships, supply you with the means of relievimgiecessities of others, and constantly keep dgfmur eyes a
living type of your own glorious resurrection, amicthat of all Christian believers -- whereby weshaexchange
this earthly and mortal life for endless joy and thory of eternal and incorruptible beatitude.

Let me then tell you, who would be a true lovetha$ Art, that it was first delivered by God to Adan Paradise.
For it is a true revelation of many secrets andtaeries. It shews you the vanity of your body angair life in this
world; but it also solaces you with the hope of e salvation. It suggests to you the reflectiwat if God has
infused such wonderful virtues into mere inanimatural objects, surely we, who are so much b#tter they,
must be reserved for some high and glorious dedtingseech you, therefore, to acquit yourself lyigeall that
you do -- not to be in haste, -- but to reveal thistery to no mortal man, unless he be a lovéhisfArt and of a
godly, sincere, and merciful temper. Such was thetjze of the ancient Sages to whom this wisdoms neaealed
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. You must@lsonfess that this Art is real, for the sake osthwho will not
believe that Jesus Christ proceeded from His Altyigteavenly Father, and was also born of a pumgnvir
Moreover, you must ask God to enlighten you bydifteof His Holy Spirit, to sharpen your understargl to open
your eyes, and to grant you a profound insight thad unfathomable wisdom which lies hid in our,Amd which
no Sage has ever been able to express in his ggitior there are many secrets in Nature whichithpossible for
our unaided human reason to apprehend. If youvfotity directions and suffer yourself to be guidedtiy grace of
God, then the work which you undertake for the gloirGod, and for the good of your neighbour, \uéive a joyful
issue. Feed the hungry; give drink to the thirstgthe the naked; comfort the afflicted; visit #iek and the
prisoners: and you shall have what you desire.

Robert Valens Rugl.

"A spirit is within, which by deliberate skill"
"you must separate from the body. Simply"
"disjoin the material part from the vapour. You "
"should then add the cold water of the spring."
"With this you should unweariedly sprinkle both."
"You will then have the true Elixir of all this "
"Art."
Exhortation and Information



to all the lovers of this Art, in which they caresas in a mirror, all the fundamental and essergtuirements
thereof; whether it is possible or not to arrivéhet true Art, and concerning the same.
I would warn all and sundry, but especially you, bejoved disciples, in clear and impressive languégbe on
your guard against all fantastical teaching, anlisten to the truthful information which | shalbw proceed to give
you.
In the first place, you must give a wide berthhte false Alchemy of the vulgar herd. | have experés this so
much that | am loath to recommend any to underiag&evork, since this Art is so well hidden thatmortal on
earth can discover it unless Sol and Luna megbufgive diligent heed to my warning you may attaira
knowledge thereof, but if you do not, you will neegproach any nearer to it. Know also that themeniy one
thing in the whole world that enters into the cosifion of the Stone, and that, therefore, all cdatippn, and
admixture, of different ingredients, would shew yolbe on a wrong scent altogether. If you couldgre all the
different operations of our art, yet all your dis$og, coagulating, decomposing, distilling, augnieg, albefying,
&c., would be useless, without a true knowledgewfMatter. For our Art is good and precious, ram eny one
become a partaker of it, unless it be revealednobly God, or unless he be taught by a skilled ktadt is a
treasure such as the whole world cannot buy. Dothetefore, my sons, spend your toil until youknehat that is
on which you are to operate. For even if you knesvright Matter, your information would be uselesyou
without a knowledge of the method of preparind fte Stone in its final and effective form is note found
anywhere in the whole world, either in the heavadsve, or in the earth beneath; nor in any metaljmanything
that grows, nor yet even in gold or silver. It mostprepared, i.e., developed, into its final foyet, for all that, it
cannot, strictly speaking, be made better than Gedted it, nor can the Tincture be prepared oiit tife ' Tincture
' must be added to it, and therefore has nothimptaith our main object, since it is a differemitny altogether. If it
were in any metal, we should surely have to logktfan the Sun or Moon; yet the Moon cannot comtigi or it
would long since have become the Sun. Neitherifsritercury, or in any sulphur, or salt, or in herbr anything of
that nature, as you shall see hereafter. Now wiecatiiclude our exhortation, and proceed to deschibéArt itself.
There follow some Methods of Recognising our Stone.
.

Know that our Stone is one, and that it is jusHilad a Stone. For it is a Stone, and could bearame so
characteristic, as that of the Stone of the Sagesit is not any one of our existing stones, iyalerives its
appellation from its similarity to them. For ouin8e is so prepared as to be composed of the fearegits. On this
account it has been called by different names,amsdmes different forms, although it is one tharg] its like is
not found upon earth. It is a Stony, and not aesiarthe sense of having the nature of any oneesibis fire, yet it
has not the appearance, or properties, of fiie;dtr, yet neither has it the appearance, or ptigse of air; it is
water, but has no resemblance, or affinity, tortheire of water. It is earth, though it has notrthture, or
appearance, of earth, seeing that it is a thinigseyf.

Another way of Knowing our Precious Stone.
1.
An ancient philosopher says: Our Stone is calledsticred rock, and is divided, or signified, inrfaays. Firstly,
into earth; secondly, into its accretion; thirdhto fire; and fourthly, into the flame of fire. #iny one knows the
method of dissolving it, of extracting its saltdaof perfectly coagulating it, he is initiated letmysteries of the
Sages. Therefore if the salt turn white, and assamaily appearance, then it tinges. There areetbtages in our
Art. Firstly, the transmutation of the whole thiimgo one salt; secondly, the rendering of thredlsuindies
intangible; thirdly, the repetition of the wholelgiion of the whole thing. If you understand thist your hand to
the work. For the Matter is only one thing, and ldow@main one thing, though a hundred thousand $bakl been
written about it, because this Art is so greatadure that the whole world would not be a suffic@mpensation
for it. It is described in obscure terms, yet ogemdmed by all, and known to all. But if all knets secret, no one
would work, and it would lose its value. On thigawgnt it would be impious to describe it in univahg intelligible
language. He to whom God will reveal it, may untird these dark expressions. But because most oneotd
understand them, they are inclined to regard otiaé&iimpossible, and the Sages are branded asdvic&a and
swindlers. Learned doctors, who thus speak of axge fit before their eyes every day, but they doumoterstand it,
because they never attend to it And then, forsdb#y, deny the possibility of finding the Stoner mdll any one
ever be able to convince them of the reality of Atir so long as they blindly follow their own beatd inclination.
In short, they are too wise to discern it, sindeahscends the range of the human intellect, amst be humbly
received at the hand of God.
Yet another Way of Knowing our Blessed Stone.
The philosopher, Morienus, calls our Stone, watad he had good reasons for the name. O watettef taste,
that preservest the elements! O glorious natueg,ahercomest Nature herself! O thou that reserhblature,



which dissolvest her tractable nature, that exall@sure -- that art crowned with light, and presst in thyself the
four elements, out of which the quintessence iseh@tiou art for the simple, seeing that thou arsthsimple in thy
operation. Having conceived by a natural procémsy bringest forth vapour, and art a good mothkeouTheedest
no outward help; nature preserves nature, andtisaparated from nature by the operation of nafine.thing is
easy to find, the knowledge is easy, altogetheili@myet it is as a miracle to many. Thy solutigrgreat glory,
and all thy lovers are named above. Thou art & gmeanum and to the many thou appearest impossible
Explanation.

Know, my son, that our Stone is such that it camaegtguately be described in writing. For it isanst and
becomes water through evaporation; yet it is noestand it by a chemical process it receives. anydbrm it is at
first like any other liquid water, being a thiniflyet its nature is not like that of any othernt@raupon earth. There
is only one spring in all the world from which thigter may be obtained. That spring is in Judasdjsacalled, the

Spring of the Saviour, or of beatitude. By the graEGod its situation was revealed to the Sagéssues in a
secret place, and its waters flow over all the dditlis familiar to all, yet none knows the priplg, reason, or way
to find the spring, or discover the way to Jud&a.whoever does not know the right spring will aeattain to a

knowledge of our Art. For this reason, that Sagghtivell exclaim, "O water of a harsh and bittestéd' For, in
truth, the spring is difficult to find; but he whmows it may reach it easily, without any expettiour, or trouble.
The water is, of its own nature, harsh and bierthat no one can partake of it; and, becausenttlittle use to the
majority of markind the Sage doth also exclaim Water, that art lightly esteemed by the vulgar, wbaot
perceive thy great virtues, in thee lie, as it wéid the four elements. Thou hast power to dissawd conserve,
and join nature, such as is possessed by no dtimgy upon earth.” If you would know the propertesl
appearance of this Stone, know that its appeariaraueous, and that the water is first changedargtone, then
the stone into water, and the water at lengthtimoMedicine. If you know the Stone without the huat of its
preparation, your knowledge can be of no more ag®t than if you knew the right method withoutrgi
acquainted with the true Matter. Therefore our tseare filled with gratitude to God for both kinofsknowledge.
Concerning the Treasure in the Tincture.

For let me tell you that when you have the rectftine] you have something that all the treasurgbefvorld will
not buy. For it transmutes all metals into truedgalind is therefore much better than the preparatisghe Sun. As a
medicine it excels all other gold; all diseases tmayured by drinking one drop of the tincture iglass of wine;
and it has power to work many other marvels whiehcannot here mention at length. If you wish tqpre the
tincture for the Moon, take five half-ounces of tkd tincture, and mix it well with five hundredlfiaunces of the
Moon, which have been subjected to the actionref then melt it, and the whole will be changed ithite Tincture
and the Medicine. Of this take half an ounce, aekt it into five hundred half-ounces of Venusaol other metal,
and it will be transmuted into pure silver. Of tieel tincture, which you have diligently preparexket one part to a
thousand parts of gold, and the whole will be cleghigto the red tincture. Of this, again, you neletone part to a
thousand parts of Venus, or any other metal, andllibe changed into pure gold. For this purposa peed not
buy any gold or silver. The first injection you carake with about a drachm of both; and then youtrsmute

with the tincture more and, more.
You should also know that in our Art we distingutslo things -- the body and the spirit: the forrheing constant,
or fixed, while the other is volatile. These twoshbe changed, the one into the other: the body bmeeome water,
and the water body. Then again the body becomesy Watits own internal operation, and the two, ilee dry and
the liquid, must once more be joined together imaeparable union. This conjunction could not talexe if the
two had not been obtained from one thing; for adiab union is possible only between things of $hene nature.
Of this kind is the union which takes place in éut; for the constituent parts of the Matter arm@ul together by
the operation of nature, and not by any human hahe.substance is divided into two parts, as wé skplain
further on. For instance, the Eagle is a "watehicl being extracted is then a body dead and §ielé it is to be
restored to life, the spirit must once more begdito it, and that in a unique fashion, as we katit devours
gradually again the one eagle after the other. Themody loses all its grossness, and becomesnédwure; nor
can this body and soul ever die, seeing that tla@g lentered into an eternal union, such as thenwfiour bodies
and souls shall be at the last day.
Another Description of our Stone.
The Enigma of the wise (the Stone) is the SaltRodt of the whole Art, and, as it were, its Keytheut which no
one is able either to lock or unlock its secretamte. No man can understand this Art who doekmmw the Salt
and its preparation, which takes place in a corar@rspot that is both moist and warm; there theatiigion of its
liquid must be accomplished, while its substaneoeaias unimpaired. These are the words of Geber.
Explanation.



Know that the Salt of which Geber speaks has nétigecspecific properties of salt, and yet is chbeSalt, ands a
Salt. It is black and fetid, and when chemicallggared, assumes the appearance of blood, antbiggét rendered
white, pure, and clear. It is a good and preciaals\ghich, by its own operation, is first impuredatien pure. It
dissolves and coagulates itself, or, as the Sage gdocks and unlocks itself. No Salt has thisgerty but the Salt
of the Sages. Its chemical development it may wyaer a moist and convenient place, where its racesfas the
Sage says) may be dissolved in the Bath of Marymidans that it must be warm enough for its watéetdistilled,
yet not warmer than the excrement of horses, wisiciot fresh.

Another Description of our Stone.

Alexander the Great, King of Macedonia, in his '18swphy" has the following words: Know that thetSafire and
dryness. Fire coagulates, and its nature is hgt,ahd penetrating, even unto the inmost parpridperty is to
become white even as the Sun and the Moon witkdhiations in the extremes of fire, to wit, of thatural fire,
while the Sun restores redness and the Moon whitermad brings bodies to their spiritual conditiithe same
time that it removes their blackness and bad sulphith it bodies are calcined: it is the secrettaf red and white
tincture, the foundation and root of all thingsgdhe best of all created things after the raticoal of man. For no
Stone in the whole world has a greater efficacy,aam any child of this earth find the Art withdhts Stone.
Blessed be God in heaven, who hath created thisy/&alt for the transmutation of all things, segihat it is the
quintessence which is above all things, and ithallgs. God Most High has not only from Heaven &éelscreatures
in this fashion, but praise, excellence, power, &isglom are to be recognised as existing in this Ha who can
dissolve and coagulate it, is well acquainted whiharcana of this Art. Our Salt is found in a arprecious Salt,
and in all things. On this account the ancient Sagdled it the "common moon," because all men ritedfdyou
would become rich, prepare this Salt till it isdered sweet No other salt is so permanent, ordesmower to fix
the "soul," and to resist fire. The Salt of thetleds the soul; it coagulates all things, is in thielst of the earth when
the earth is destroyed; nor is there anything eretirth like its tincture. It is called Rebis (T#mRg), is a Stone,
Salt, one body, and, to the majority of mankingila and a despised thing. Yet it purifies andoe=s$ bodies,
represents the Key of our whole Art, and all thiags summed up in it. Only its entering in is sbtkuthat few
perceive it: yet if it enter a body, it tinges itcabrings it to perfection. What then should yosideof God but this

Salt and the ingression thereof?
If a man lived a hundred thousand years, he coeNemsufficiently marvel at the wonderful mannewminich this
noble treasure is obtained from ashes, and agdirteel to ashes. In the ashes is Salt, and thethmeshes are
burnt, the more ashes it affords; notice also, titett proceeds from fire, and returns to fire, aljjcoceeds from
[the] earth. All must confess that in the Salt éhare two salts that kill mercury. This is a masffpund saying. For
sulphur, and the radical liquid, are generatedaimheof a most subtle nature, and thus is prepdwe&hilosopher's
Stone, which causes all things, even as the plplees set forth, to arise out of one thing, andratere, without
the addition of any foreign substance. Our Mateasrie of the commonest things upon earth, and icantdthin
itself the four elements. It is, indeed, nothingrstof marvellous that so many seek so ordinatyiregt and yet are
unable to find it. We might put down many otherretederistics of this Salt, but | prefer to leave thrther
elaboration of this subject to the reader, andttdfine myself to a more detailed account of itstéentrance, and
life, of the mode of opening the garden, and catglai glimpse of the glorious roses, of the way liclv they
multiply, and bear fruit a thousand-fold; also hgou may cause the dead body to reappear, andraidsel again
to immortal life, by the power of which it may belato enter imperfect bodies, purify them, anahtihem to
perfection, and to a state of immutable permanence.
I now propose to speak of the Stone under threecéspriz., as the vegetable, the animal, and thenal Stone;
and among these again, of the one which contaosetfour elements that impart life to all. Plade time substance
in an airtight alembic, and treat it accordinghte precepts of our Art, which we shall set forthitfar on. Then the
sowing in the field can take place, and you obtiaMineral Stone, and the Green Lion that imbixesnuch of its
own spirit. Then life returns to its spirit througte alembic, and the dead body lies at the bottbtihe vessel. In
the latter there are still two elements which the ¢annot sever -- for sooner [than that] the ssite burned in the
fire itself, and the Salt thereby becomes strongke. earth must be calcined until it turns whitesrt the earth is
severed of its own accord, and is united to its earth. For every thing strives to be joined tdiks. Give it the
cold and humid element to drink, and leave it siiageight days, that the two may be well mixed. Youst see
yourself what is best to be done after this: foamnot give you any further information at pres&uoin and Moon
must have intercourse, like that of a man and worotrerwise the object of our Art cannot be attdin®l other
teaching is false and erroneous. Think upon thitséSahe true foundation of our Art; for its worthitweighs all the
treasures of this world. Itself is not developet ithe tincture, but the tincture must be addeitl tdor is the
substance of our Art found in any metal.



Another Description of the Matter and the Method
By Senior.

Natural things, according to this Sage, are thdsiemwhave been generated and produced out of aahatibstance
by a natural method. Now in its first, or lunagg, our Stone is produced from a coagulated \ehitth, as the
Sage says: Behold our Sun in our white earth, aatlty which the union in our Art is effected; whis twice

transmuted into water, and whose volatile exhafatiepresenting that which is most precious inQuinstance, is
the highest consolation of the human body. With tater the inward mercury of the metals must himeted.

Hence it follows that our Stone is obtained from glements of two luminaries (gold and silver) ngeialled our
quicksilver and incombustible oil, the soul andhtigf bodies -- which alone can afford to dead iamgkerfect
bodies eternal light and life. Therefore | pray #edeech you, my son, to crush quicksilver from@ulstance with
intelligence and great activity.
The Purging the "Earth" of Its Superfluous Earth.

The aforesaid earth, or Matter, you must purifycalcine, so as to extract its water and spirie Etter you must
enclose in a phial, and pour common aqua vita upiilhthe substance is covered to the heighthoéé or four
fingers; then subject it to the action of fire for hour, and diligently distil it by the bath. Whemains you must
again calcine, and extract with its water till yiimnd nothing more in the "earth.” The earth keeptfe second stage
of the process. The water you have extracted adigsit a gentle fire. Then you will find at the lzott of the
distilling vessel a certain beautiful substancendsling a crystal stone, which is purged of altldgrgrossness, and
is called "our earth.” This substance you mustelaa glass (pumpkin-shaped) distilling vessed, @acine until it
becomes dry and white, and yet liquid withal. Tlgen have obtained the treasure of this world, wiiak virtue to
purify and perfect all earthly things: it entersoirll, it nourishes the fixed salt in all thingg Imeans of Mercury or
the body.

Another Description of our Stone.

Know, my sons, that the Stone out of which ourig\tlaborated, never touches the earth after iierggion. If it
touch the earth, it is of no use for our purpostbpagh at its first birth it is generated by thensand Moon, and
embodies certain earthy elements. It is generatélaki earth, then broken, destroyed, and mortifiad. of it arises
a vapour which is carried with the wind into tha,send thence brought back again to the land, whahemost
immediately disappears. It must be caught in thebafore it touches the ground; otherwise it evaf@s. As soon
as it is borne from the sea to the land, you mminptly seize it, and enclose it in your phial,rthmanipulate it in
the manner described. You may know its coming leywind, rain, and thunder, which accompany it; ¢fene it
should not escape you. Though it is born anew edayy yet it existed from the beginning of the woBut as soon
as it falls to the ground, it becomes uselessHemurposes of our Art.

"From our earth wells forth a fertilizing fountdin,

"whence flow two precious stones. The first"

"straightway hastens to the rising of the Sun;"

"the other makes its way to the setting thereof."

"From them fly forth two Eagles, plunge into the"

"flames, and fall once more to the earth. Both"

"are furnished with feathers, and Sun and Moon,"

"being placed under their wings, are perfected.”

Know also that two waters flow forth from this faam; the one (which is thepirit) towards the rising Sun, and the

other,the body, towards the setting Sun. The two are really omlg wery limpid water, which is so bitter as to be

quite undrinkable. The quantity of this water isgseat that it flows over the whole earth, yet mnothing but
the knowledge of this Art. The same also is misusedften by those who desire it. Take also tive,"fand in it
you will find the Stone, and nowhere else in thelstworld. It is familiar to all men, both youngdaald, is found
in the country, in the village, in the town, in #iings created by God; yet it is despised byRitth and poor handle
it every day. It is cast into the street by servaatds. Children play with it. Yet no one prizeglitough, next to the
human soul, it is the most beautiful and the meostipus thing upon earth, and has power to pullrdkivgs and
princes. Nevertheless, it is esteemed the viledtnaganest of earthly things. It is cast away ajetted by all.

Indeed it is the Stone which the builders of Solardsallowed. but if it be prepared in the rightywi is a pearl

without price, and, indeed, the earthly antityp&afist, the heavenly Corner Stone. As Christ wespibed and
rejected in this world by the people of the Jewsl aevertheless was more precious than. heaveeatid so it is
with our Stone among earthly things: for the spmvigere it is found is called the fount of naturer Even as
through Nature all growing things are generatethieyheat of the Sun, so also through Nature isStame born
after that it has been generated.



When you have found the water which contains oan&tyou must take nothing away from it, nor adgtfzsing to
it: for it must be entirely prepared by means et tivhich it contains within itself. Then extracetivater in an
alembic, and separate the liquid from the dry. hbey will then remain alone on the glass, whilewzger runs
down into the lower part. Thereupon unite the watere more to the body in the manner describedegland your
task will be accomplished. Know also that the watexhich is our Stone, is composed in well balahpeportions
of the four elements. In the chemical process yilue®arn to distinguish earth, oil, and water,bardy, spirit, and
soul: the earth is at the bottom of the glass Veds®2oil, or soul, is with the earth, and the evas the spirit which
is distilled from it. In the same way you will compon two colours, namely, white and red, représgrihe Moon
and the Sun. The oil is the fire, or the Sun, tla¢ewis air, or the Moon; and Sun and Moon aresiand gold
which must enter into union. But enough, what Iéhaaid in this Epistle ought to enable you to fimel Stone, and
if herein you fail to discover it, rest assuredttihavill never become known to you. Be thou, tHere, a lover of
the Art, and commended unto God the Almighty eveto @ll eternity. Written in the year 1526 aftee thirth of our
Lord.
Thus do the Sages write concerning the two watéishwyet are only one water -- and in this
alone the Stone is to be found. Know also thatdognach as the earthly part is wanting, by also sohrdoes the
heavenly part abound more fully. Now this Stonedezs all dry and arid bodies humid, all cold bodigsm, all
impure bodies clear and pure. It contains withselftall healing and transmuting virtue, breath#d it by the art of
the Master and the quickening spirit of fire. Thaile unto God therefore in all time.
The Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother.
If you have those two spirits, they bring forth Si@ne, which is prepared out of one part of SulpbuSun, and
four parts of Mercury, or Moon. The Sulphur is waarmd dry, the Mercury cold and moist. That musirapa
dissolved into water, which before was water, drdiody, which before was mercury, must again becom
mercury.

Concerning the First Matter, or Seed of the Metalduding that of the Husband, and that of the g0
Metals have their own seed, like all other creditdinys. Generation and parturition take place énttas in
everything else that grows. If this were not theecave should never have had any metals. Nowgibe is a
metallic Matter which is liquefied from earth. Theed must be cast into its earth, and there grkevtHat of every
other created thing. Therefore, we must preparedhnth, or our first Matter, and cast into it teed, whereupon it
will bring forth fruit after its kind. This motiois required for the generation out of one thing, Mhat first Matter;
the body must become [a] spirit, and the spiritybdldence arises the medicine which is transmutseh bne colour
to another. Now, that which is sought in the wipiteduces white, and the red, in like manner, greels The first
Matter is one thing, and fashioned into its preséiaipe by the hand of God, and not of man -- joingdther, and
transmuted into its [being] essence by Nature aldhes we take, dissolve, and again conjoin, anghaaith its
own water, until it becomes white, and then agadh Thus our earth, in which we now may easilya&eSun and
Moon, is purified. For the Sun is the Father ofatwgtand the Moon is their Mother: and if generat®to take
place, they must be brought together as husbanavd@dBY itself neither can produce anything, dherefore the
red and the white must be brought together. Anddghaa thousand books have been written abouttifoyall that,
the first substance is not more than one. It isefir¢h into which we cast our grain, that is to, gay Sun and Moon,
which then bear fruit after their kind. If itselélzast into metals, it is changed into that whichest, viz., Sun and

Moon. This is most true. Thanks be unto God.
A Simple Account of the True Art
According to the Sages, no body is dissolved witlh@ coagulation of the spirit. For as soon assfhigt is
transmuted into the body, [the Stone] receivepatser. So long as the spirit is volatile, and leatd evaporate, it
cannot produce any effect: when it is fixed, it igdiately begins to operate. You must therefore gmefi as the
baker prepares the bread. Take a little of thétspind add it to the body, as the baker adds lesw¢he meal, till
the whole substance is leavened. It is the sanfeawit spirit, or leaven. The Substance must bermamisly
penetrated with the leaven, until it is wholly leaed. Thus the spirit purges and spiritualizesbtwy, till they are
both transmuted into one. Then they transmutéalbs, into which they are injected, into their omature. The
two must be united by a gentle and continuous éiflerding the same degree of warmth as that whiickva hen
hatches her eggs. It must then be placed in a &ty'MBath, which is neither too warm nor too cdlde humid
must be separated from the dry, and again joinéd Wéhen united, they change mercury into purelgoid silver
Thenceforward you will be safe from the pangs ofguty. But take heed that you render thanks untd f8pHis
gracious gift which is hidden from many. He haseaded the secret to you that you may praise Hig haine, and
succour your needy neighbour. Therefore, takeaflidieed, lest you hide the talent committed ta gawe. Rather
put it out at interest for the glory of God, and tfood of your neighbour. For every man is bouniaelp his



fellowman, and to be an instrument in the hand @d @&r relieving his necessities. Of this rule HS8lgripture
affords an illustration in the example of Josephbékkuk, Susanna, and others.
Here follows my Testament which | have drawn ugadnr favour, my beloved Sons, with all my Heart
For your sakes, beloved students of this Art, agat Gons, | have committed to writing this my tewtat, for the
purpose of instructing, admonishing, warning, arfdriming you as to the substance, the method, itfelp to be
avoided, and the only way of understanding theing# of the Sages. For as Almighty God has crealtdtings
out of the dry and the humid elements, our Artdlwne grace, may be said to pursue a preciselilaimourse. If
therefore any man know the principle and methocreétive nature, he should have a good understgdiour
Art. If anyone be unacquainted with Nature's meshde@ will find our Art difficult, although in reiy it is as easy
as to crush malt, and brew beer. In the beginningnyaccording to the testimony of Scripture, Gadlenheaven
and earth, there was only one Matter, neither wetdny, neither earth, nor air, nor fire, nor lighotr darkness, but
one single substance, resembling vapour or migisible and impalpable. It was called Hyle, or finst Matter. If a
thing is once more to be made out of nothing, thathing" must be united, and become one thingodthis one
thing must arise a palpable substance, out of algaple substance one body, to which a living saust be given -
- whence through the grace of God, it obtainsgec#ic form. When God made the substance, it washiit held
together by moisture. If anything was to grow frtrat moisture, it had to be separated from thatiwhias dry, so
as to get the fire by itself, and the earth byifit§éhen the earth had to be sprinkled with waifesnything moist
was to grow out of it, for without moisture nothiogn grow. In the same way, nothing grows in wagrcept it
have earth wherein to strike root. It then the wit¢o bedew the earth, there must be somethihging the water
into contact with the earth; for example, the wardvents all ordinary water from flowing to the saad remaining
there. Thus one element without the aid of anatharbear no fruit; if there was nothing to setlired in motion it
would never blow -- therefore the fire has receithel office of impelling and obliging it to do itgork. This you
may see when you boil water over the fire; for theare arises a steam which is really, water being nothing but
coagulated air, and air being generated from watehe heat of the Sun. For the Sun shines upowdher, and
heats it until steam is seen to issue forth. Thigour becomes wind, and, on account of the largatiy of they
air, we get moisture and rain: so air is once nobi@nged or coagulated into water, or rain, andezaal things
upon earth to grow, and fills the rivers and thasse
It is the same with our Stone, which is daily geted from [the] air by the Sun and Moon, in therfaf a certain
vapour, yea, even through the Red Sea,; it flowhigea in the channel of Nature whither it behowe® ring it. If
we catch it, we lop off its hands and feet, teditefhead, and try to bring it to the red [colauf]we find anything
black in it, we throw it away with the entrails atie filth. When it has been purified, we takdiitgbs, join them
together again, whereupon our King revives, newvali¢ again, and Is so pure and subtle as to peraththard
bodies, and render them even more subtle thar ikeebw also that when God, the Almighty, had sefa# in
Paradise, He shewed him these two things in theviolg words: ' Behold, Adam, here are two thingse fixed
and permanent, the other volatile: their secretigithou must not make knownab thy sons."
Earth, my brother, is constant, and water volatileyou may see when anything is burnt. For thatvthich is
constant remains, while that which is volatile emapes. That which remains resembles ashes, aodi ipour
water on it, it becomes an alkali, the efficacytaf ashes passing into the water. If you clarig/lfe, put it into an
iron vessel, and let the moisture evaporate o¥iee ayou will find at the bottom the substance @fhbefore was in
the lye, that is to say, the salt of the mattemfwhich the ashes were obtained. This salt might well be called
the Philosopher's Stone, from being obtained bgoagss exactly similar to that which is employegieparing the
reel Stone, though at the same time it profits ingtin our work. For the substance which contaimsStone is a
lye, not indeed prepared by the hand of man framessnd water, but joined together by Nature, aiegrto the
creation and ordination of God, commingled of therfelements, possessed of all that is requiredSqerfect
chemical development. If you take the substancégiwtontains our Stone, subject it to a S. MargghBn an
alembic, and distil it, the water will run downanthe antisternium, and the salt, or earth, reraathe bottom, and
is so dry as to be without any water, seeing tbathave separated the moist from the dry. Poun8alg small,
put it into the S. Mary's Bath, and expose it tath#l it is quite decomposed. Then give it itstarao drink, slowly,
and at long intervals, till it is clarified. Fordgbagulates, dissolves, and purifies itself. Ttstilted water is the spirit
which imparts life to its body, and is the aloneldbereof. Water is wind (air), and wind is ligd the life is [in
the] soul. In the chemical process, you find watsd oil -- but the oil always remains with the bpdgd is, as it
were, burnt blood. Then it is purified with the lyday long, continued gentle heat. But you shoula&eful not to
set about this Art before you understand my ingimas, which at the end of this first part are begfhed to you in
the form of a Testament. For the Stone is prepauwtdf nothing in the whole world, except this dalnse, which is
essentially one. He who is unacquainted therevéthrever attain the Art. It is that one thing whigmot dug up
from mines or from the caverns of the earth, likédgsilver, sulphur, salt, &c., but is found iretform which God



originally imparted to it. It is formed and manifed by an excessive thickening of air; as soon lesves its body,
it is clearly seen, but it vanishes without a trasesoon as it touches the earth, and, as ii isrremen again, it must
therefore be caught while it is still in the aias | told you once before. | have called it byimas names, but the
simplest is perhaps that of "Hyle," or first pripl@ of all things. It is also denominated the Oten8 of the
Philosophers, composed of hostile elements, theeStbthe Sun. the Stone of the Metals, the runashase, the
aeriform Stone, the Thirnian Stone, Magnesia, trpareal Stone, the Stone of the jewel, the Stdrtlkeeofree, the
golden Stone, the fountain of earthly things, XadisSilex (flint), Xidar, or Radix (root), Atromr Porta (gate). By
these and many other names it is called, yetanlg one. If you would be a true Alchemist, give a wide betd all
other substances, turn a deaf ear to all othesadyjiand strive to obtain a good knowledge ofStane, its
preparation, and its virtue.

My Son, esteem this my Testament very highly: foit 1 have, out of love and compassion towards, gixen the
reins to the warm-hearted impulse which constraiego reveal more than | ought to reveal. But Eeeb you, by
the Passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chiagtoncommunicate my Testament to ignorant, unworbin
wicked men, lest God's righteous vengeance lighhuymu, and hurl you into the yawning gulf of ewsting
punishment, from which also may the same mercifudl Gost mercifully preserve us.

It is by no means a light thing to shew the natfrthe aforesaid Hyle. Hyle is the first Mattere tBalt of the Sages,
Azoth, the seed of all metals, which is extractednfthe body of "Magnesia" and the Moon.

Hyle is the first principle of all things -- the Mer that was from the beginning. It was neitheignaor dry, nor
earth, nor water, nor light, nor darkness, but gumné of all these things, and this mixture is HY.LE

The Glory of the World (part 2)

Here Follows The Second Part Of This Book.

In the beginning, when God Almighty had createdfost parent Adam, together with all other eartahd
heavenly bodies, He set him in Paradise, and ferbad, under penalty of eternal death, to eat effthit of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil So long darA obeyed the Divine precept he had immortalitg, a
possessed all that he needed for perfect happiBassihen he had partaken of the forbidden frigtwas, by the
command of God, driven forth into this world, whéeand his descendants have since that time sdfferthing
but poverty, disease, anxiety, bitter sorrow, aedtd. If he had been obedient to the Divine injiomgthe would
have lived a thousand years in Paradise in penggmpiness, and would then have been translategbteeh; and a
like happy destiny would have awaited all his desleats. For his disobedience God visited him witmanner of
sufferings and diseases; but in His mercy also eddvim a medicine whereby the different defectaight in by
sin might be remedied, and the pangs of hungedagdse resisted, as we are, for instance, presance
strengthened by bodily meat and drink.
It was on account of this original sin that Adamspite of his great wisdom and the many arts@wat had taught
him, could not accomplish his full thousand ye8&ust if he had not known the virtues of herbs, gralMedicine,
he would certainly not have lived as long as he ditien, however, at length his Medicine would naogler avail to
sustain life, he sent his son Seth to Paradisetth the tree of life. This he obtained after aigm@l manner. But
Seth did seek also and was given some olives dftbe of the Oil of Mercy, which he planted on grave of his
father. From them sprang up the blessed Tree dflthe Cross, which through the atoning death of Radeemer
became to us wretched, sinful men, a most poteatdf life, in gracious fulfilment of the requestoair first parent
Adam. On the other hand, the suffering, diseas#jraperfection brought not only upon men, but alpon plants
and animals, by the fall of Adam, found a remedshit precious gift of Aimighty God, which is call¢he Elixir,
and Tincture, and has power to purge away the ifepgons not only of human, but even of metallicias; which
excels all other medicines, as the brightnessettin shames the moon and the stars. By meanis ofidlst noble
Medicine many men, from the death of Adam to thetto monarchy, procured for themselves perfecttheaid
great length of days. Hence those who had a goodlkdge of the Medicine, attained to three hungwests,
others to four hundred, some to five hundred, Aklam; others again to nine hundred, like Methusadech Noah;
and some of their children to a longer period,dtke Bacham, llrehur, Kalix, Hermes, Geber, AlnanOrtulanus,
Morienus, Alexander of Macedonia, Anaxagoras, Rythas, and many others who possessed the Meditthe o
Blessed Stone in silence, and neither used itvibparposes, nor made it known to the wicked; psiGod Himself
has in all times hidden this knowledge from theuglahe impure, and the froward. But cease to wotigd God
has put such excellent virtue into the Stone, aiimparted to it the power of restoring animalibsdand of



perfecting metals: for | hope to explain to you #ieole matter in the three parts of my Book, wHitlave entitled
GLORY of the WORLD. If you will accept my teachingnd follow my directions, you will be able to peothe
truth of my assertions by your own happy experieitmv when you have attained this great resule tdee that
you do not hide your talent. Use it for the solatéhe suffering, the building of Christian schoatsd churches, and
the glory of the Holy Trinity. Otherwise God wilalt you to an eternal account for your criminal leetyof His gift
May God deign to keep us from such a sin, andtbésh us in His Holy Word!

To the Reader.

If it should seem unto you a tedious matter, mgrfdly reader, to read through and digest my boakyise you to
cheer yourself on by bearing in mind the great abjeu have in view. If you do so you will find theok very
pleasant reading, and a joy indeed. Since Godaisgu in all times be his Holy and Venerable Nawmal His

unspeakable mercy has made known to me the magédtéris most true and noble Art, | am moved and
constrained by brotherly love to shew you the maofiproducing this treasure, in order that you rhayable to

avoid the ruinous trouble and expense to whichd pua in the course of a long and fruitless sedrefil

endeavour to be as clear and outspoken as podsilolieler to vindicate myself from the possible rgfeaof
imposture, malice, and avarice. | am most anxibasthe gift which God has committed to my trustlshot rust,
or rot, or be useless in my hands. For this mastipus Medicine is so full of glorious potency abe most justly
styled the Qil of Mercy, for reasons which your ownrderstanding will suggest to you. It is therefonmecessary
for me to go into this preliminary question at amgat length. | may at once proceed to give yoacount of the

Art itself, and to put you on your guard againssalucing deceivers, -- in short, to open up to gdrue, unerring,

and joyful road to the knowledge and possessigheftone, and to the operations of this Art.

Therefore, | -- who possess the Stone, and commataio you this Book -- would faithfully admonishdabeseech

you to keep this my TABLE of PARADISE and GLORY tbe WORLD, from all proud and unjust oppressors of

the poor; from all presumptuous, shallow, scornfalumnious, and wicked persons, so as not tot i their
hands, on pain of God's everlasting punishmergsebch you to take this warning to heart; butherother hand,
to communicate and impart this my Table to all tppeor, pious, honest, and benevolent persons,wilho
gratefully reverence and rightly use the mercifftl of God, and conceal it from the unworthy. Nethetess, even if
my book should find its way into the hands of widkaen, God will so smite them with blindness aprevent
them from apprehending too much of my meaning,feustrate all their attempts to carry out my direes. For

God knows how to confound the wicked, and bringrtheesumption to nought; as we are also told byi®& his

psalms: "Thine enemies shalt thou hold in thinedhand shalt restrain them in the snares of theidrhl beseech

you, therefore, my sons, to give diligent heed toteaching; then you will spend this life in headihd happiness,
and at length inherit everlasting joy. | pray tad the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, magtghis my
petition.
An Account of the True Art
I make known to all ingenuous students of thistAdt the Sages are in the habit of using words lwiriay convey
either a true or a false impression; the formeh&ir own disciples and children, the latter to iheorant, the
foolish, and the unworthy. Bear in mind that thédgdophers themselves never make a false asseft@nmistake
(if any) lies not with them, but with those whosdriess makes them slow to apprehend the meanimgeHe
comes that, instead of the waters of the Sagesg thexperienced persons take pyrites salts, metradisdivers
other substances which, though very expensivegfane use whatever for our purpose. For no one evdrgam of
buying the true Matter at the apothecary's; nagt, tfadesman daily casts it into the street ashiess refutes. Yet
the matter of our Stone is found in all those tkimgnich are used by ignorant charlatans: for déis Stone, our
Salt, our Mercury, our verdigris, halonitre, salmi®ars, sulphur, &c. It is not dug out with pickes from
ordinary mountains, seeing that our Stone is fdaragur mountains and springs; our Salt is foundun salt-spring,
our metal in our earth, and from the same placédigi@ip our mercury and sulphur. But what we meaourymines
and springs these charlatans cannot understan@Gdtbhas blinded their minds and made gross theses, and
left them to carry on their experiments with allrmar of false substances. Nor do they seem algerteive their
error, or to be roused from their idle imaginatidawyspersistent failure. Where they should havalltidtwith gentle
heat they sublime over a fierce fire, and redue# $ubstance to ashes, instead of developinglierént principles
by vitalizing warmth. Again, when they should halissolved, they coagulated instead, and so onh8setfalse
methods they could, of course, obtain no good tesut instead of blaming their own ignorance thagythe fault
on their teacher, and even deny the genuinenessr &frt. As a matter of fact, all their mistakessarfrom their
misinterpreting the meaning of words which showdagéhput them on the right scent. For instance, whersages
speak of calcining, these persons understand thiat i mean "burning,” and consequently render thdistance
useless by burning it to ashes. When the Sagesoldés” or transmute into "water," these shallowspas corrode
with aqua fortis. They do not understand that tissalution must be effected with something thatastained



within our substance, and not by means of anydorappliance. These foolish devices bear the satatian to our
Art that a dark hole bears to a transparent cry&tak their own ignorance that prevents them fadtaining to a
true knowledge; buhey put the blame on our writings, and call us charlatand impostors. They argue that if the
Stone could be found at all, they must have disam/é long ago, their eyes being as keen and thigids as acute
as they are. "Behold," say they, "how we have dbilay and night, how many books we have read, hamyrgears
we have spent in our laboratories: surely if theeee anything in this Art, it could not have esahps.” By
speaking thus, they only exhibit their own presuopand folly. They themselves have no eyes, aay thake that
an argument for blaspheming our high and holy Anerefore, you should first strive to make yourselfjuainted
with the secrets of Nature's working, and withélementary principles of the world, before youys®ir hand to
this task. After acquiring this knowledge, cargfigeruse this book from beginning to end; you thién be in a
position to judge whether our Art is tree or falgeu will also know what substance you must takey lyou must
prepare it, and how your eager search may be btaaghsuccessful issue. Let me enjoin you, theeefo preserve
strict silence, to let nobody know what you arengoiand to keep a good heart: then God will grant the
fulfilment of all your wishes.
Here follows my own Opinion and Philosophical Dittu
| now propose to put down a brief statement ofvilbey which | take of this matter. He who unders&nuay
meaning may at once pass on to the opinions ofaheus Sages, which | have placed at the end diook. He
who does not apprehend my meaning, will find itlakped in the following treatise.
Since | know the blessed and true Art, with thair@find the matter of the Stone, | have thoughyitiuty freely
to communicate it to you -- Not in a lawyer's styler in pompous language, but in few and samplelsvo
Whoever peruses this book carefully, and with @meintary knowledge of natural relations, cannosie secret
which | intend to convey. | am afraid that | sHadl overwhelmed with reproaches for speaking out a6t much
plainness, seeing that this Art has never, fronbfginning of the world, been so clearly explaiasd mean to
explain it in this Book. Nevertheless, | am wellaae/that | am now declaring a secret which musef@r remain
hidden from the wise of this world, and from theg® are established in their own conceits. But stmow
proceed to give you the result of my experience
My beloved sons and disciples, and all ye thasardents of this Art; | herewith, in the fulnessQifristian faith
and charity. do make known to you that the Philbsois Stone grows not only on "our" tree, but isi, as far as
its effect and operation are concerned, in the &lall other trees, in all created things, inmaais, and vegetables,
in things that grow, and in things that do not gré&ar when it rises, being stirred and distilledthg Sun and the
Moon, it imparts their own peculiar form and pradpes to all living creatures by a divine gracegiites to flowers
their special form and colour, whether it be blaekl, yellow, green, or white; in the same waynatals and
minerals derive their peculiar qualities from theemtion of this Stone. All things, | say, are emdd with their
characteristic qualities by the operation of thisr®, i.e., the conjunction of the Sun and Moorm.tRe Sun is the
Father, and the Moon the Mother of this Stone,thedStone unites in itself the virtues of bothpigsents. Such are
the peculiar properties of our Stone, by whichdyrbbe known. If you understand the operation, timenf and the
qualities, of this Stone, you will be able to prepi; but if you do not, | faithfully counsel yda give up all thought
of ever accomplishing this task.
Observe, furthermore, how the seeds of all thihgs grow, as, for instance, grains of wheat ordyardpring forth
from the ground, by the operation of the Stone, thieddeveloping influences of Sun and Moon; how t@w up
into the air, are gradually matured, and bringtdrtit, which again must be sown in its own propeit. The field
is prepared for the grain, being well ploughedamd manured with well rotted dung; for the earthstones and
assimilates the manure, as the body assimilatésats and separates the subtle from the grosseWigrit calls
forth the life of the seed, and nourishes it withawn proper milk, as a mother nourishes her infamd causes it to
increase in size, and to grow upward. The earthrségs, | say, the good from the bad, and impgats nutriment
to all growing things; for the destruction of oméng is the generation of another. It is the samaur Art, where
the liquid receives its proper nutriment from tlaete. Hence the earth is the Mother of all thirg grow; and it
must be manured, ploughed, harrowed, and well peelpéan order that the corn may grow, and triumpérdhe
tares, and not be choked by them. A grain of wieeaised from the ground through the distillatafrthe moisture
of the Sun and Moon, if it has been sown in its @noper earth. The Sun and Moon must also imgelliting
forth fruit, if it is to bring forth fruit at allFor the Sun is the Father, and the Moon the Mottfaall things that
grow.
In the same way, iour soil, and out obur seed, our Stone grows through the distilling ef #un and Moon; and
as it grows it rises upwards, as it were, intoaimewhile its root remains in the ground. That ebhis above is even
as that which is below; the same law prevails;gtiemno error or mistake. Again, as herbs grow ugwgut forth
glorious flowers and blossoms, and bear fruit, @ogvain blossoms, matures its fruit, is thresiséted, purged of



its chaff, and again put in the earth, which, hogrewmust previously have been well manured, hardpward
otherwise prepared. When it has been placed matigral soil, and watered with rain and dew, thésinoe of
heaven, and roused into life by the warmth of the 81d Moon, it produces fruit after its own kifidhese two
sowings are peculiar characteristics of our Art. fh@ Sun and Moon are our grain, which we put mipsoil, as
soul and spirit -- and such as are the father laadrtother will be the children that they gener@teis, my sons,
you know our Stone, our earth, our grain, our mead,ferment, our manure, our verdigris, our Sudh lsloon. You
understand our whole magistery, and may joyfullpgratulate yourselves that you have at length ridmve the
level of those blind charlatans of whom | spoker. ths, His unspeakable mercy, let us render thanklspraise to
the Creator of all things, through Jesus Christlaud. Amen.

Concerning the Origin of Metals.

My son, | will now proceed to explain to you monedetail the generation of the metals, and the wayhich they
receive their growth and development, with the&al form and quality. You will thereby be enabted
understand, even from the very foundation, withwelous accuracy and clearness, the principleuhderlies our
whole Art. Permit me, therefore, to inform you thitanimals, trees, herbs, stones, metals, andrals) grow and
attain to perfection, without being necessarilycteed by any human hand: for the seed is raisedoup the ground,
puts forth flowers, and bears fruit, simply throubk agency of natural influences. As it is withrgk, so it is with
metals. While they lie in the heart of the eanththieir natural ore, they grow, and are developag,by day,
through the influence of the four elements: thieg is the splendour of the Sun and Moon; the eastiteives in
her womb the splendour of the Sun, and by it tleelsef the metals are well and equally warmed likestthe grain
in the fields. Through this warmth there is prodiigethe earth a vapour or spirit, which rises upend carries
with it the most subtle elements. It might welldaled a fifth element: for it is a quintessenag] aontains the
most volatile parts of all the elements. This vapsitives to float upward through the summit of theuntains, but,
being covered with great rocks, they prevent itfrdoing so: for when it strikes against them, itasnpelled to
descend again. It is drawn up by the Sun, it isefdrdown again by the rocks, and as it falls thgouais
transmuted into a liquid, i.e., sulphur and merc@¥each of these a part is left behind -- but thaich is volatile
rises and descends again, more and more of it nemgadehind, and becoming fixed after each desdénis. "fixed"
substance is the metals, which cleave so firmijp¢éoearth and the stones that they must be snalteid a red-hot
furnace. The grosser the stones and the eartle shttuntains are, the less pure will the metal e ptore subtle

the soil and the stones are, the more subtle withle vapour, and the sulphur and mercury formeitsby
condensation -- and the purer these latter arequher, of course, will the metals themselves bhekthe earth and
the stones of the mountain are gross, the sulptdingercury must partake of this grossness, andotattain to
their proper development. Hence arise the diffeneetials, each after its own kind. For as eachdféke field has
its own peculiar shape, appearance, and fruitash enountain bears its own particular ore, thoseest and that
earth being the soil in which the metals grow. Gbality of this soil is to a great extent dependgydn planetary
influences. The nearer the mountains lie to thegiky the more do metals grow in them; for theitj@alof metals
are determined by planetary influences. Mountdias ére turned towards the sun have subtle stontkeath, and
produce nothing but gold. If they are more convettyesituated for being influenced by the moonjitineetallic
substance is turned into silver. For all metalsemvperfectly developed, must ultimately become Maod Sun,
though some need to be operated on by the Sun aond Mnger than others: for the Sun is the Fated,the
Moon the Mother, of all things that grow. Thus ysme that gold glitters like the Sun, and silvee like Moon.
Now, children always resemble their parents; ahchatallic bodies contain within themselves thepanies of the
Sun: to change the baser metals into gold andrsilvere is positively nothing wanting but genttdas warmth. In
this respect there exists a close analogy betweiemehand vegetable growth. When the Sun retirékerwinter,
the flowers droop and die, the trees shed theitelgaand all vegetable development is temporan$pended. In the
summer again, when the heat of the Sun is too gneabeing sufficiently tempered by the coolinfluances of the
Moon, all vegetation is withered and burnt up Hrinis to be perfect growth, the Sun and Moon nwosk
together, the one heating and the other coolintelinfluence of the Moon prevails unduly, it mhstcorrected by
the warmth of the Sun, the excessive heat of tmenfust be tempered by the coldness of the Moon. All
development is sustained by solar fire. Imperfeetats are what they are, simply because they hatvgen been
duly developed by solar influences.
Now, by the special grace of God, it is possibleriag this natural fire to bear on imperfect metay means of our
Art, and to supply the conditions of metallic growtithout any of the hindrances which in a natstate prevent
perfection. Thus by applying our natural fire, vésn@o more towards "fixing" imperfect bodies andatsein a
moment, than the Sun in a thousand years. Forgh®son our Stone has also power to cure all thihmisgrow,
acting on each one according to its kind. For oattht represents a perfect and inseparable unitredbur
elements, which indeed is the sum of our Art, ancbinsequently able to reconcile and heal all disaoall manner



of metals and in all things that grow, and to puflight all diseases. For disease is discord efdlements, (one
unduly lording it over the rest) in animal as waglin metallic bodies. Now as soon as our blessedidihe is
applied, the elements are straightway purified, jaimed together in amity; thus metallic bodies fixed, animal
bodies are made whole of all their diseases, gemipeecious stones attain to their own proper péde.

You should also know that all stones are genetayatie Sun and Moon out of the sulphur and volatiggcury; if
they do not become metals, that is entirely dubed own grossness. In the same way, all pla’®tganerated from
sulphur and mercury, and that by the heat of thedua Moon. For the Sun and Moon are the mercuogin
Matter. The Sun is warm and dry, the Moon warm awadst; for in [the] earth is hid a warm and dryefiand in that
fire dwells warm and moist air -- and from thesgaserated mercury which is both warm and moishdddhere
may be distinguished two chief constituent prinegplto wit, moist and dry, that is, earth, windj avater, unto
which mercury is conjoined, and the same is warthranist. Mercury and sulphur, in our substance,iaradl
things, spring from the moist and dry, the moist dry being stirred by the warmth of the Sun, aistiltdd and
sublimed, -- in each thing according to its speaifature. Thus our Stone is that mercury whichiiethof the dry
and the moist. But the common mercury is uselessdopurpose -- for it is volatile, while our mary is fixed and
constant. Therefore have nothing to do with the mom mercury, but take our mercury which is the gigle of
growth in all bodies, whether human, vegetablametallic; which imparts to all flowers their fragi@e and colour.
This mercury represents an harmonious mixture @falir elements, hot and dry, Sun and Moon. leisagated in
the form of a vapour in the fields and on the maing, by the warmth of the Sun: that vapour is emséd into a
moisture, from which arise sulphur and mercury, fiath them again metals The same process takes plaiur
Art, which represents the union of the warm andstdiy means of warmth. For our substance is gtk the
form of a vapour out of warmth and moisture, andngded into sulphur. In this fire and water, and here else, is
our Stone to be found. For the vapour carries ugwath it most subtle earth, most subtle fire, nsgbtle water,
and most subtle air, and thus presents a clos& wfithe most subtle elements. This is the firsttbtaand may be
divided into water and earth, which two are againgd together by gentle heat, even as in the wands
mountains mercury is joined with a quick earth esn@ water by means of a temperate warmth, arfteitong
process of time is converted into metal. So isdaed in our Art, and not otherwise does the gsedake place.
When you, therefore, see that our substance, hédag first generated in the form of a vapour, fsritself to be
separated into water and earth, you may know teaStone is composed of the four elements. Knowavthkst the
vapour in the mountains is true mercury (which cdarre said of the ordinary mercury); for wherevere is
vapour in the mountains, there is true mercuryciiiy ascending and descending, in the manneridedabove,
becomes fixed, and inseparable from its earthhabvthere the one is, there the other must abide.

Thus | have told you plainly enough how the megaésgenerated, what mercury is, and how it is trarted into
metals. | will therefore conclude this part of mgdtise, and tell you in the following section hgew may actually
perform the chemical process. You see that it issndncredible, after all, that all metals shobé&dtransmuted into
gold and silver, and all animal bodies deliveremhfrevery kind of disease; and | hope and trust@uat will permit
you practically to experience the truth of thiseaien.

Now | will tell you how you must produce the FiredaWater, in which is prepared the Mercury requicedhee

red and white Tincture.

Take fire, or the quicklime of the Sages, whicthis vital fire of all trees, and therein doth Goidnidelf burn by
divine love. In it purify Mercury, and mortify ibf the purposes of our Art; understand, with vulgi@rcury, which
you wish to fix in water or fire. But the Mercuryhieh lies hidden in this water, or fire, is theréixed of itself. The

Mercury which is in the fire must be decomposedrified, coagulated, and fixed with indelible, tig, or Divine

fire, of that kind which God has placed in the Samg wherein God Himself burns as with Divine ldoethe
consolation of all mankind. Without this fire ourt&an not be brought to a successful issue. BHiss fire of the

Sages which they describe in such obscure ternts, fes/e been the indirect cause of beguiling mangcent
persons to their ruin; so even that they have pedsn poverty because they knew hot this firdnefPhilosophers.

It is the most precious fire that God has createttié earth, and has a thousand virtues -- n&ysi precious that

men have averred that the Divine Power itself wedfsctually in it. It has the purifying virtue &urgatory, and
everything is rendered better by it. It is not werfdl, therefore, that a fire should be able todind clarify Mercury,
and to cleanse it from all grossness and impLfitye Sages call it the living fire, because Goddratowed it with

His own Divine, and vitalising power.
In the writings of the Sages, this fire goes byedé&nt names. Some call it "burnt” wine, othersgas® it three
names from the analogy of the Three Persons dfitie Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and @uHoly
Ghost; Body, Soul, and Fire, or Spirit.
The Sages further say: The fire is fire, and alatew containing within itself both cold and heatisture, and
dryness, nor can anything extinguish it but itddince others say that it is an inextinguishabée fivhich is



continually burning, purifying, and tinging all nads, consuming all their impurities, and combinigrcury with
the Sun in so close an union that they become ndéngeparable.

Therefore our great Teachers say that as God tiher-éhe Son, and the Holy Ghost, are three Psrsor yet but
one God; so this fire unites these three thingsiaty the Body, Spirit, and Soul, or Sun, Mercuayd Soul. The
fire nourishes the Soul which binds together theyBand the Spirit, and thus all three become omne ramain
united for ever. Again, as an ordinary fire, onngesupplied with fuel, may spread and fill the whwlorld, so this
Tincture may be multiplied, and so this fire mayegnnto all metals; and one part of it has powethange two,
three, or five hundred parts of other metals irgtulg

Again, the Sages call this fire the fire of the yi8birit, because as the Divinity of Christ toolonptself true flesh
and blood without forfeiting anything of its Diviriéature, so the Sun, the Moon, and Mercury, arstraited into
the true Tincture, which remains unaffected byatward influences, and endures, and will endunee¥er. Once
more, as God feeds many wicked sinners with hisdhlso this Tincture tinges all gross and impuré¢ategwithout
being injured by contact with them. So also, themefmay it be compared with the sacro-saintly &aent of the
Most Holy Eucharist, from which no sinner is exaddhow impure soever he may have been. You hasehiben
made acquainted with the all but miraculous vidéiénis fire: remember that no student of this éah possibly do
without it. For another Sage says: "In this inisifire you have the whole mystery of this Art,ths three Persons
of the Holy Trinity are truly concluded in one stdyxce.” In this fire the true Art is summed uphiree palpable
things, which yet are invisible and incompreheresibke the Holy Spirit. Without those three thirms Art can
never be brought to perfection. One of them is fine second, water; the third, earth; and all¢hbsee are
invisibly present irone essence, and are the instrumental cause of &igbien in Nature.

Now will | also describe the operation of those 8&iThings in our art, and will at once begin wilhiTaree.
Our wise Teacher Plato says: "Every husbandmansehs good seed, first chooses a fertile field, ghsuand
manures it well, and weeds it of all tares; he #dée@s care that his own grain is free from evergifjn admixture.
When he has committed the seed to the ground, é@srmaoisture, or rain, to decompose the graint@maiise it to
new life. He also requires fire, that is, the wdrmf the Sun, to bring it to maturity." The need®or Art are of an
analogous nature. First, you must prepare your, seedcleanse your Matter from all impurity, byr@thod which
you will find set forth at length in the Dicta dfe Sages which | subjoin to this Treatise. Thenmogt have good
soil in which to sow your Mercury and Sun; thisteanust first be weeded of all foreign elemenisig to yield a
good crop. Hence the Sage enjoins us to "sow e isea fruitful field, which has been preparedhwiving fire,
and it will produce much fruit". What is the Uring Children?

I will now truly inform you concerning the Urine @fhildren, and of the Sages. The spirit which isaoted from
the metals is the urine of children: for it is #eed and the first principle of metals. Withous tbéed there is no
consummation of our Art, and no Tincture, eithet oe white. For the sulphur and mercury of goldtaeered, the
sulphur and mercury of silver are the white Tinetuhe Mercury of the Sun and Moon fixes all Meycur
imperfect metals, and imparts excellence and dlityabiven to common Mercury. Dioscorides has writtan
elegant treatise concerning this Urine of Childmehich he calls the first Matter of metals.

What is the Mercury of the Sages?

Mercury is nothing but water and salt, which hagerbsubjected for a long space of time to natweat ko as to be
united into one. This is Mercury, or dry water, ahis not moist, and does not moisten anythingooirse, | do not
speak of crude common mercury, but of the Mercdithe Sages. The Sages call it the fifth elemens. the vital
principle which brings all plants to maturity anerfection. The other quintessence, which is inetiwth, and partly
material, contains within itself its own seed whgrows out of its soil. The heavenly quintesseraraes to the aid
of the earthly, removes the grossness of its eanth brings the aforesaid seed to maturity. ForcMigr, and the
Celestial Quintessence, drain off all harmful maistfrom the quintessence of the earth. This Mgriualso called
sulphur of the air, sulphur being a hardening ofauey; or we may describe them as husband and frifeny whom
issue many children in the earth. You must notkthivat | desire to hide from you my true meaninay,n will
further endeavour to illustrate it in the followimgy. Common sulphur, as you know, coagulates commercury;
for sulphur is poisonous, and mercury deadly. Ho@ntcan you obtain from either of them anythingadle for
perfecting the other, seeing that both requireet@assisted by some external agent? On the othdr htell you that
if, after the conjunction of our fixed sulphur withur sublimed mercury, you sprinkle a mere partilg upon
crude mercury, the latter is at once brought téegépn. Again, you may clearly perceive that thengessence of
the earth has its operation in the winter wheretimth is closed up with frost; while the Quintesseaf the Stars
operates in the summer times when it removes atlishinjurious in the inferior quintessence, amastquickens
everything into vigorous growth. The two quintesses\ may also be driven off into water, and thereserved. An
earthly manifestation you may behold in the colmfrthe rainbow, when the rays of the Sun shineubh the rain.
But, indeed, there is not a stone, an animal, plaat, that does not contain both quintessenceshart, they



embody the secret of our whole Magistery, and étilh@m our Stone is prepared. Hermes, in his Emdérable,
expresses himself as follows: "Our Blessed Stoiméginis of good substance, and has a soul, aséemdsarth to
heaven, and again descends from heaven to eartfféttual working is in the air; it is joined Mercury; hence
the Sun is its Father, the Moon its Mother; thedalias borne it in her womb, the earth is its ngrsimother, and at
length that which is above is also that which ite The whole represents a natural mixture: fas & Stone and

not a Stone, fixed and volatile, body and soulblansl and wife, King and Queen." Let what | havd saiffice,

instead of many other words and parables.
Composition.

Albertus expresses himself thus concerning theurmtion of the Stone: "The elements are so subderto
ordinary method of mingling will avail. They mustst be dissolved into water, then mixed, and plaocea warm
spot, where they are united after a time by natweamth. For the Elixir and the two solutions mistconjoined in
the proportion of three parts of the Elixir and quagt of the crushed body. This must again be dasegiand
dissolved, and so also again until the whole hasine one, without any transmutation. All this is@oplished by
the virtue of our mercurial water; for with it thedy is dissolved. It is that which purifies, cang dissolves, and
makes red and white." Aristotle says of it as felo This water is the earth in which Hermes bidsaws the seed;
the Sun or Moon, as Senior hath it, for extractibthe Divine water of sulphur and mercury, whisHire, warming
and fructifying by the igneous virtue thereof. Tligshe Mercury and that is the water which wetsthe hand. It is
the Mercury which all Sages have loved and usedi phmwhich they have acknowledged the virtue sqlag they
lived.

The Glory of the World (part 3)

The Third Part Of This Treatise, Containing The Dida Of The Sages.

i. I will now proceed to quote the very words o tharious Sages in regard to this point, in ordat you may the
more easily understand our meaning. Know thenAhatghty God first delivered this Art to our Fathédam, in
Paradise. For as soon as He had created him, ahohsin the Garden of Eden, He imparted it to lninthe
following words: "Adam, here are two things: thdtieh is above is volatile, that which is belowikefl. These two
things contain the whole mystery. Observe it waatid make not the virtue that slumbers therein kntmathy
children; for these two things shall serve thegetber with all other created things under heasad,| will lay at

thy feet all the excellence and power of this woskekeing that thou thyself art a small world."
ii. ABEL, the son of Adam, wrote thus in his Pripigs: After God had created our Father, Adam, abdhisn in
Paradise, He subjected to his rule all animals)tplaninerals, and metals. For man is the moumtinountains,
the Stone of all stones, the tree of trees, theabmots, the earth of earths. All these thingsritludes within
himself, and God has given to him to be the presesfall things.
iii. SETH, the son of Adam, describes it thus: Knamy children, that in proportion as the acid ibjsated to
coction, by means of our Art, and is reduced irdioes, the more of the substance is extracted, eguities a white
body. If you cook this well, and free it from alblokness, it is changed into a stone, which isedadl white stone
until it is crushed. Dissolve it in water of the atl, which has been well tempered, and its whitemeé soon
change to redness. The whole process is perforpatelns of this sharp acid and the power of God.
iv. ISINDRUS: Our great and precious Matter is &r,air ameliorates the Matter, whether the aigb®ss or
tenuous, warm or moist. For the grossness of tharigies from the setting, the approach, and #iegiof the Sun.
Thus the air may be hot or cold, or dry and racgfand the degrees of this distinguish summer antew
v. ANAXAGORAS says: God and His goodness are tret firinciple of all things. Therefore, the mildees God
reigns even beneath the earth, being the substdrdiethings, and thus also the substance beribatbarth. For the
mildness of God mirrors itself in creating, and Hhegrity in the solidity that is beneath the baNow we cannot
see His goodness, except in bodily form. -vi. SER]JOr PANDOLPHUS, says: | make known to postetiigtithe
thinness, or softness, of air is in water, ancbissevered from the other elements. If the earthrtw its vital juice,
no moisture would remain in it.
vii. ARISTEUS delivers himself thus briefly: Knowadt the earth is round, and not flat. For if it evperfectly flat,
the Sun would shine everywhere at the same moment
viii. PYTHAGORAS: That which is touched and not sealso that which is known but not looked upoesthare
only heaven and earth; again, that which is notdms in the world and is perceived by sight, hegrsmell, taste,



or touch. Sight shews the difference between bdackwhite; hearing, between good and evil; tasbyden sweet
and bitter; touch, between subtle and gross; simetlyeen fragrant and fetid.

ix. ARISTEUS, in his Second Table, says: Beat théybwhich | have made known to you into thin plafesur
thereon our salt water, i.e., water of life, andthiewith a gentle fire until its blackness disepps, and it becomes
first white, and then red.

x. PARMENIDES: The Sages have written about mantergastones, and metals, for the purpose of dieceyou.
You that desire a knowledge of our Art, relinqu&lim, Moon, Saturn, and Venus, for our ore, andeauth, and
why so? Every thing is of the nature of no thing.

xi. LUCAS: Take the living water of the Moon, andagulate it, according to our custom. By thosewastds |
mean that it is already coagulated. Take the liviager of the Moon, and put it on our earth, tibécomes white:
here, then, is our magnesia, and the natures ofastejoice.

xii. ETHEL: Subject our Stone to coction till it b@mes as bright as white marble. Then it is magieeat and
effectual Stone, sulphur having been added to suj@md preserving its property.

xiii. PYTHAGORAS: We exhibit unto you the regimearcerning these things. The substance must dsnkater,
like the fire of the Moon, which you have prepariadnust continue drinking its own water and maisttill it turns
white. .

xiv. PHILETUS Know, ye sons of philosophy, that theébstance, the search after which reduces so thany
beggary, is not more than one thing of most eff@gbuoperties. It is looked down upon by the igmbréut held in
great esteem by the Sages. Oh, how great is tlye dold how great also is the presumptuous ign@ afthe
vulgar herd! If you knew the virtue of this substankings, princes, and nobles would envy you. \&@geS call it
the most sharp acid, and without this acid notltizug be obtained, neither blackness, whitenesghedFincture.
xv. METHUSALEM: With air, vapour, and spirit we dhiaave vulgar mercury changed into as good a sigethe
nature of minerals will allow in the absence ofthea

xvi; SIXION: Ye sons of philosophy, if you would k& our substance red, you must first make it whisethree
natures are summed up in whiteness and redness.€T dkerefore, our Saturn, subject it to coctioadqua vita --
until it turns white, becomes thick, and is coatpdaand then again till it becomes red. Theniiedlead, and
without this lead of the Sages nothing can be &dftec

xvii. MUNDINUS: Learn, O imitators of this Art, thhahe philosophers have written variously of manyng in their
books, but the substance they refer to is nothiridiked and living water, out of which alone owrtxe Stone can
be prepared. Many seek what they call the essérgiain."” and cannot find it. | reveal unto you #tr®wledge of
this gum and the mystery which abides therein. Ktizat our gum is better than Sun and Moon. Theeetds
highly esteemed by the Sages, though it is verghend they say: Take care that you do not wast@tour
"gum." But in their books they do not call it bg itommon name, and that is the reason why it idemdrom the
many, according to the command which God gave tamd

xviii. DARDANIUS: Know, my sons, that the Sageséeak living and indestructible water. Do not, thest, your
hands to this task until you know the power anétafiy of this water. For nothing can be done inAarwithout
this indestructible water. For the Sages have destits power and efficacy as being that of gpaitblood.
Transmute this water into body and spirit, and thgrthe grace of God, you will have the spiritrfly fixed in the
body.

xix. PYTHAGORAS, in his Second Book, delivers hittiges follows: The Sages have used different nafimethe
substance, and have told us to make the indediteietiater white and red. They have also apparémtigated
various methods, but they really agree with eablrain regard to all essentials, and it is onlyrthgystic language
that causes a semblance of disagreement. Our Btargone, and not a stone. It has neither theappce nor the
properties of stone, and yet it is a stone. Manyetalled it after the place where it is found;evthafter its colour.
xx. NEOPHIDES: | bid you take that mystic substanekite magnesia And have a care that the Stoqmiteeand
bright. Then place it in its agueous vessel, ailjest it to gentle heat, until it first becomesdiathen again white,
and then red. The whole process should be accdmeplis forty days. When you have done this, Godvshgou
the first substance of the Stone, which is an eaglone, and known to all men.

xxi. THEOPHILUS: Take white Magnesia, i.e., quidksi, mingled with the Moon. Pound it till it becemsthin
water; subject it to coction for forty days; théwe flower of the Sun will open with great splenddbiose well the
mouth of the phial, and subject it to coction dgrfarty days, when you will obtain a beautiful watehich you
must treat in the same way for another forty dawps] it is thoroughly purged of its blackness, dretomes white
and fragrant.

xxii. BAELUS says: | bid you take Mercury, whichtise Magnesia of the Moon, and subject it and dtdykto
coction till it becomes soft, thin, and like flowgrwater. Heat it again till all its moisture is godated, and it
becomes a Stone.



xxiii. BASAN says: Put the yellow Matter into thath, together with its spouse, and let not the battoo hot, lest
both be deprived of consciousness. Let a gentlpaeature be kept up till the husband and the wéfsome one;
sprinkle it with its sweat, and set it in a quiktqe. Take care you do not drive off its virtuetby great heat.
Honour then the King and his Queen, and do not them. If you subject them to gentle heat, they dcome,
first black, then white, and then red. If you urstend this, blessed are ye. But if you do not, klaot Philosophy,
but your own gross ignorance.

xxiv. ARISTOTLE: Know, my disciples, the Sages aalir Stone sometimes earth, and sometimes water. Be
directed in the regulation of your fire by the gande of Nature. In the liquid there is first watben a stone, then
the earth of philosophers in which they sow thedirg which springs up, and bears fruit after itedk

xxv. AGODIAS: Subject our earth to coction, tilliecomes the first substance. Pound it to an imapépdust, and
again enclose it in its vessel. Sprinkle it withawn moisture till an union is effected. Then lakt carefully, and
if the water presents the appearance of ) (, coatin pound and heat For, if you cannot reduae\itater, the water
cannot be found. In order to reduce it to waterj gast stir up the body with fire. The water | dpeéis not rain
water, but indestructible water which cannot ewishout its body, which, in its turn, cannot exist,operate,
without its own indestructible water.

xxvi. SIRETUS: What is required in our Art is ourtgr and our earth, which must become black, whitd,red,
with many intermediate colours which shew themsehugccessively. Everything is generated througHiving

and indestructible water. True Sages use nothihghisiliving water which supersedes all other saihses and
processes. Coction, calcination, distillation, gabtion, desiccation, humectation, albefaction, arnuefaction, are
all included in the natural development of this sobstance.

xxvii. MOSINUS: The Sages have described our suigstaand the method of its preparation, under nmanyes,
and thus have led many astray who did not undedstanwriting. Itis composed of red and white sulphur, and of
fixed or indestructible water, called permanentexat

xxviii. PLATO: Let it suffice you to dissolve bodiewith this water, lest they be burned. Let thestace be
washed with living water till all its blackness dfgpears, and it becomes a white Tincture.

xxix. ORFULUS: First, subject the Matter to gerttection, of a temperature such as that with whiblemhatches
her eggs, lest the moisture be burnt up, and tin gpour earth destroyed. Let the phial be tigltlosed that the
earth may crush our substance, and enable it$ &pbie extracted. The Sages say that quicksibsexiracted from
the flower of our earth, and the water of our &séracted from two things, and transmuted intoamid. But though
they speak of many things, they mean only one thagely, that indestructible water which is ourgance, and
our acid.

xxx. BATHON: If you know the Matter of our Stonendithe mode of regulating its coction, and the ofatic
changes which it undergoes -- as though it wisheglarn you that its names are as numerous as thersavhich it
displays -- then you may perform the putrefactmmijrst coction, which turns our Stone quite blaBK this sign
you may know that you have the key to our Art, gad will be able to transmute it into the mysticitgrand red.
The Sages say that the Stone dissolves itself utateg itself, mortifies itself, and is quickenedits own inherent
power, and that it changes itself to black, wtateg red, in Christian charity and fundamental truth

xxxi. BLODIUS. Take the Stone which is found evehexe, and is called Rebis (Two-thing), and growsvao
mountains Take it while it is still fresh, with ibsvn proper blood. Its growth is in its skin, aleats flesh, and its
food is in its blood, its habitation in the air.KEeof it as much as you like, and plunge it inte Bath.

xxxii. LEAH, the prophetess, writes briefly thusnéw, Nathan, that the flower of gold is the Staherefore
subject it to heat during a certain number of déiyst assumes the dazzling appearance of whiaehhe.

xxxiii. ALKIUS: You daily behold the mountains whiacontain the husband and wife. Hie you thereforheir
caves, and dig up their earth, before it perishes.

xxxiv. BONELLUS: All ye lovers of this Art, | saynto you, in faith and love: Relinquish the multgity of your
methods and substances, for our substance is g #md is called living and indestructible watde that is led
astray by many words, will know the persons agaitsim he should be on his guard.

xxxv. HHERONYMUS: Malignant men have darkened out, Aververting it with many words; they have caltad
earth, and our Sun, or gold, by many misleadingegamheir salting, dissolving, subliming, growipgunding,
reducing to an acid, and white sulphur, their aoctf the fiery vapour, its coagulation, and trantation into red
sulphur, are nothing but different aspects of amétae same thing, which, in its first stage, weymescribe as
incombustible and indestructible sulphur.

xxxvi. HERMES: Except ye convert the earth of ouatMr into fire, our acid will not ascend.

xxxvii. PYTHAGORAS, in his Fourth Table, says: Havonderful is the agreement of Sages in the midst of
difference! They all say that they have preparedStone out of a substance which by the vulgarakdd upon as
the vilest thing on earth. Indeed, if we were 1bttee vulgar herd the ordinary name of our substathey would



look upon our assertion as a daring falsehoodifBhey were acquainted with its virtue and effigathey would
not despise that which is, in reality, the mostjmes thing in the world. God has concealed thistery from the
foolish, the ignorant, the wicked, and the scornfubrder that they may not use it for evil purpss

xxxviii. HAGIENUS: Our Stone is found in all moumts, all trees, all herbs, and animals, and witimain. It
wears many different colours, contains the foumelets, and has been designated a microcosm. Camycee,
you ignorant seekers after the Stone, who try\amndy try, such a multiplicity of substances andthods, that our
Stone is one earth, and one sulphur, and thabwgin abundance before your very eyes 7 | willytel where you
may find it. The first spot is on the summit of twmuntains; the second, in all mountains; the ttardong the
refuse in the street; the fourth, in the treesraethls, the liquid of which is the Sun and Moonfley, Saturn,
and Jupiter. There is but one vessel, one methmtipae consummation.

xxxix. MORIENUS: Know that our Matter is not in gier agreement with human nature than with anytbise,
for it is developed by putrefaction and transmotatif it were not decomposed, nothing could beegated out of
it. The goal of our Art is not reached until Surdavioon are conjoined, and become, as it were, odg.b

xl. THE EMERALD TABLE: It is true, without any errpand it is the sum of truth; that which is abdvalso that
which is below, for the performance of the wondwra certain one thing, and as all things arisenfane Stone, so
also they were generated from one common Substamieh includes the four elements created by Gadl A
among other miracles the said Stone is born oFtfet Matter. The Sun is its Father, the Moon itstiver, the wind
bears it in its womb, and it is nursed by the edtsielf is the Father of the whole earth, andwiele potency
thereof. If it be transmuted into earth, then tagleseparates from the fire that which is mostleubom that which
is hard, operating gently and with great artificben the Stone ascends from earth to heaven, aid égscends
from heaven to earth, and receives the choicdsiein€es of both heaven and earth. If you can partbis you
have the glory of the world, and are able to pdtight all diseases, and to transmute all metalsvercomes
Mercury, which is subtle, and penetrates all hadl solid bodies. Hence it is compared with the didflence | am
called Hermes, having the three parts of the winalidd of philosophy.

xli. LEPRINUS says: The Stone must be extractethfeotwo-fold substance, before you can obtain theérE
which is fixed in one essence, and derived fromotie indispensable Matter, which God has creatediyathout
which no one can attain the Art. Both these padstrhe purified before they are joined togethegzstfr The body
must become different, and so must the volatilgtsfihen you have the Medicine, which restoredtheand
imparts perfection to all things. The fixed and tiadatile principle must be joined in an insepaeabhion, which
defies even the destructive force of fire

xlii. LAMECH: In the Stone of the Philosophers ahe first elements, and the final colours of mitgrar Soul,
Spirit, and Body, joined unto one. The Stone witchtains all these things is called Zibeth, andabeking of
Nature has left it imperfect

xliii. SOCRATES: Our Mystery is the life of all thigs, or the water. For water dissolves the boay$pirit, and
summons the living spirit from among the dead. My, despise not my Practical Injunction. For iteggiwou, in a
brief form, everything that you really need.

xliv. ALEXANDER: The good need not remain conceatedaccount of the bad men that might abuse it Gamt
rules over all, according to His Divine Will. Obser therefore, that the salt of the Stone is ddrfvem mercury,
and is that Matter, most excellent of all thingswhich we are in search. The same also contaiitself all secrets.
Mercury is our Stone, which is composed of theatrgl the moist elements, which have been joinedtiegbéy
gentle heat in an inseparable union.

xlv. SENIOR teaches us to make the Salt out of gsied then, by various processes, to changeittiet Mercury
of the Sages, because our Magistery is dependemironater alone, and needs nothing else.

xlvi. ROSARIUS: It is a stone, and not a stone,,\ize eagle -- stone. The substance has in itsbaostone, and
when it is dissolved, the water that was coagulatédbursts forth. Thus the Stone is the extrddirit of our
indestructible body. It contains mercury, or liqwdter, in its body, or fixed earth, which retaitssnature. This
explanation is sufficiently plain.

xlvii. PAMPHILUS: The Salt of the Gem is that whiehin its own bowels; it ascends with the wateth® top of
the alembic, and, after separation, is once moitediand made one body with it by means of natweaimth. Or
we may, with King Alexander, liken the union totladia soul with its body.

xlviii. DEMOCRITUS: Our Substance is the conjunctiof the dry and the moist elements, which are regpd by
a vapour or heat, and then transmuted into a litikédwater, in which our Stone is found. For tiawour unites to
the most subtle earth the most subtle air, andagmnall the most subtle elements. This first st may be
separated into water and earth, the latter beincepéble to the eye. The earth of the vapour latile when it
ascends, but it is found fixed when the separadti&as place, and when the elements are joinedhegagain it



becomes fixed mercury. For the enjoyment of this, piecious gift, we Sages ceaselessly praise kass Bod's
Holy Name.

xlix. SIROS: The body of the Sages, being calciedalled everlasting water, which permanentlygrdates our
Mercury. And if the Body has been purified and diged, the union is so close as to resist all &ffat separation.
I. NOAH, the man of God, writes thus in his Taliy children and brethren, know that no other stisrfeund in
the world that has more virtue than this Stoneniotal man can find the true Art without this StoBéessed be
the God of Heaven who has created this propettydrBalt, even in the Salt of the Gem!

li. MENALDES: The fire of the Sages may be extracteom all natural things, and is called the qusstnce. It is
of earth, water, air, and fire. It has no causeasfuption or other contrary quality.

li. HERMES, in his second Table, writes thus: Dis®e the ashes in the second element, and coagdhiate
substance into a Stone. Let this be done seves tiftg as Naaman the Syrian was purged of his $gprg
washing himself seven times in Jordan, so our ambstmust undergo a seven-fold cleansing, by ¢atcend
dissolving, and exhibiting a variety of ever dedpgrcolours. In our water are hidden the four eletsieand this
earth, which swallows its water, is the dragon Hvedllows its tail, i.e., its strength.

liii. NUNDINUS: The fire which includes all our chacal processes, is three-fold: the fiery elemdrthe air, of
water and of the earth. This is all that our Magigtrequires.

liv. ANANIAS: Know, ye Scrutators of Nature, thate is the soul of everything, and that God Himsefire and
soul. And the body cannot live without fire. Forthrgut fire the other elements have no efficacis,Itherefore, a
most holy, awful, and divine fire which abides witod Himself in the Most Holy Trinity, for whichsd we give
eternal thanks to God.

iv. BONIDUS: In the fountain of Nature our Substans found, and nowhere else upon earth; and aueSs fire,
and has been generated in fire, without, howewngoconsumed by fire.

Ivi. ROSINUS: TWO things are hidden in two thingsd indicate our Stone: in earth is fire, and mwater, yet
there are only two outward things, viz., earth aader. For Mercury is our Stone, consisting a®#ésiboth of
moist and dry elements. Mercury is dry and moistsrvery nature, and all things have their grofittm the dry
and moist elements.

lvii. GEBER: We cannot find anything permanentfiged, in fire, but only a viscous natural moistuvhich is the
root of all metals. For our venerable Stone notligngquired but mercurial substances, if they Haeen well
purified by our Art, and are able to resist thedéeheat of fire. This Substance penetrates tedhgeroots of metals,
overcomes their imperfect nature, and transmuts tlaccording to the virtue of the Elixir, or Meidie.

Iviii. AROS: Our Medicine consists of two things)dhone essence. There is one Mercury, of a fixeldearolatile
substance, composed of body and spirit, cold andtmwarm and dry.

lix. ARNOLDUS: Let your only care be to regulatetboction of the Mercurial substance. In proporaarit is
itself dignified shall it dignify bodies.

Ix. ALPHIDIUS: Transmute the nature, and you wifid what you want. For in our Magistery we obtaistffrom
the gross the subtle, or the spirit; then fromrtiaast the dry, i.e., earth from water. Thus we $raate the corporeal
into the spiritual, and the spiritual into the cogal, the lowest into the highest, and the highestthe lowest

Ixi. BERNARDUS: The middle substance is nothing bo&gulated mercury; and the first Matter is nagHaat
twofold mercury. For our Medicine is composed obttliings, the fixed and the volatile, the corpowaad the
spiritual, the cold and the warm, the moist anddihe Mercury must be subjected to coction in aseéwvith three
divisions, that the dryness of the active fire rbaychanged into vaporous moisture of the oil thatosinds the
substance. Ordinary fire does not digest our sabstebut its heat converted into dryness is the fira.

Ixii. STEPHANUS: Metals are earthly bodies, and geeerated in water. The water extracts a vapoun the
Stone, and out of the moisture of [the] earth,Heydperation of the Sun, God lets gold grow andiscgate. Thus
earth and water are united into a metallic body.

Ixiii. GUIDO BONATUS writes briefly concerning thguintessence, as being purer than all elements. The
guintessence contains the four elements, thatediitst Matter, out of which God has created, stilticreates, all
things. It is Hyle, containing in a confused mixtuhe properties of every creature.

Ixiv. ALRIDOS: The virtue and efficacy of everytlgns to be found in its quintessence, whetheratsire be warm,
cold, moist, or dry. This quintessence gives oatdWweetest fragrance that can be imagined. Ther#ierhighest
perfection is needed.

Ixv. LONGINUS | describes the process in the follogvterms: Let your vessel be tightly closed angomed to an
even warmth. This water is prepared in dry ashesjsasubjected to coction till the two become dffaen one is
joined to the other, the body is brought backgcspirit. Then the fire must be strengthenedh#! fixed body
retains that which is not fixed by its own heattMthis you can tinge ten thousand times ten thuodiséd other
substances.



Ixvi. HERMES, in his Mysteries, says: Know that @tone is lightly esteemed by the thankless mditiout it is
very precious to the Sages. If princes knew howmgald can be made out of a particle of Sun, ammliofStone,
they would never suffer it to be taken out of ttd®minions.
"The Sages rejoice when the bodies are" "dissolfioedyur stone is prepared with two" "waters. livds away all
sickness from the" "diseased body, whether it bmdruor" "metallic.”
By means of our Art, we do in one month what Nattaenot accomplish in a thousand years: for ordyptime
parts, and then join them together in an inseparabtl indissoluble union .
Ixvii. NERO: Know that our Mercury is dry and mqisind conjoined with the Sun and Moon. Sun and Moon
nature are cold and moist mercury and hot and @iphsir, and both have their natural propagatiobéing joined
in one thing.
Here follows a True Explanation of some of the l§oieg Philosophical Dicta
the Meaning, word for word and point for point, togclearly set forth.
| now propose to say something about the meaninigeobbscure and allegorical expressions used g s the
Sages whom | have quoted. Be sure that they a# tvae Sages, and really possessed our Stoney lhave been
possessed by more persons since the time of Adatrthd above list includes all of whom | have he&mked not
here review all their sayings; for the words of kst of them are sufficient for imparting to y@inowledge of
this Art; and my ambition goes no higher than tifdthave enumerated so large a number of auiberit have
only done so in order that you might the betterarathnd both the theory and practice of this Artl #hat you
might be saved all unnecessary expense. For #$®nel have declared this true philosophy withiedl skill that
God has given me. | hope the initiated will oveR@my verbal inaccuracy into which | have fallenddhat they
will be induced by my example to abstain from wilfunisleading anxious enquirers. | may have fallgo some
errors of detail, but as to the gist of my worknbw what | have written, And that it is God's otuth.
Explanation of the Saying of Adam
When God had created our first parent Adam, andisetn Paradise, He shewed him two things, nanedyth and
water. Earth is fixed and indestructible, wateratatile and vaporous. These two contain the el¢snefall created
things: water contains air, and earth fire -- ahthese four things the whole of creation is congabsn earth are
enclosed fire, stones, minerals, salt, mercury,ahehanner of metals; in water, and in air, allnmer of living and
organic substances, such as beasts, birds, fidss, blood, bones, wood, trees, flowers, anddeavo all these
things God imparted their efficacy and virtue, anthjected them to the mastery and use of Adam. égoe may
see how all these things are adapted to the huody) nd are such as to meet the requirements ofature. He
may incorporate the virtue of outward substanceadsymilating them in the form of food. In the sawsgy, his
mind is suitably constructed for the purpose ohia a rational knowledge of the physical worldaT this is the
case, you may see from the first chapter of Genesis
On the sixth day of the first year of the worldattis to say, on the 15th day of March, God cre#itedirst man,
Adam, of red earth, in a field near Damascus, witleautiful body, and after His own image. WhenAdeas
created, he stood naked before the Lord, and witstretched hands rendered thanks to Him, sayingr@®, Thy
hands have shaped me: now remember, | pray Thegdtk of Thy hands, which Thou hast clothed wigsi, and
strengthened with bones, and grant me life andhfpkindness.
So the Lord endowed Adam with great wisdom, andh snarvellous insight that he immediately, withche help
of any teacher -- simply by virtue of his origimahteousness -- had a perfect knowledge of therséleral arts,
and of all animals, plants, stones, metals and raisieNay, what is more, he had perfect understandi the Holy
Trinity, and of the coming of Christ in the fled¥ioreover, Adam was the Lord, King, and Ruler ofcdher
creatures which, at the Divine bidding, were brdughim by the angel to receive their names. Tdilsreatures
acknowledged Adam as their Lord, seeing that it mato whom the properties and virtues of all teiagre to be
made known. Now the wisdom, and knowledge of atigh, which Adam had received, enabled him to olesthre
properties, the origin, and the end of all thirde.noted the division and destruction, the birtti dacay of physical
substances. He saw that they derive their origimfthe dry and the moist elements, and that thewagain
transmuted into the dry and the moist. Of all thibéegs Adam took notice, and especially of thatohtis called
the first Matter. For he who knows how all thinge ransmuted into their first Matter, has no needsk any
guestions. It was that which existed in the begigriefore God created heaven and earth; and dutnafy be
made one new thing which did not exist before, & earth, fire, water, air, Sun, Moon, Stars, inrshe new world.
As in the beginning all things were created newthsoe is a kind of new creation out of the fingbstance in our
Art. Now although God warned Adam generally noteweeal this first substance -- viz., the moist #raldry
elements -- yet He permitted him to impart the klealge to his son Seth. Abel discovered the Artiorself, by
the wisdom which God had given him, and inscribeé@ecount of it on beechen tablets. He was alsfirgteo
discover the art of writing; further, he foretohtetdestruction of the world by the Flood, and weadtéhese things



on wooden tablets, and hid them in a pillar of sfamhich was found, long afterwards, by the chitdoé Israel

Thus you see that our Art was a secret from thénbétg, and a secret it will remain to the endtaf tvorld. For

this reason it is necessary carefully to consitidhat is said about it, and especially the wasfithe Lord to Adam:

for they exhibit in a succinct form the secretluf tvhole Art.
Explanation of the Saying of Abel
This saying partly explains itself, and is partipkined by what we said about God's words to Adéet.| will
add a few remarks concerning it. Man hath withim kine virtue and efficiency of all things, wheneeis called a
small world, and is compared to the large world;ause the bones which are beneath his skin, aqbgups
body, may be likened to the mountains and storiedlgsh to the earth, his veins to the rivers, hisdsmall veins to
the brooks which are discharged into them. Thethgedéine sea into which the great and small rifiens, his hair
resembles the growing herbs -- and so with allroplaets of his body. Again, his inward parts, sastthe heart,
lungs, and liver, are comparable to the metals.ties have their head in the earth (i.e., thehjl@sid their roots in
the air, as the Sages say, that the root of thisierals is in the air, and their head in the earttat which ascends
by distillation is volatile, and is in the air; thahich remains at the bottom, and is fixed, istibad, which is in the
earth. Therefore, the one must always exist inwgmtjon with the other if it is to be effectual. itee man may be
compared to an inverted tree: for he has his raotBis hair, in the air, while other trees hawveittairs. or their
roots, in the earth.

And of our Stone, too, the Sages have justly datlit has its head in the earth, and its roohédir. This

similitude has a two-fold interpretation. Firsttlwregard to the place in which our Matter is fousecondly, with

regard to the dissolution and second conjunctiath@fStone. For when our Stone rises upward irlgmbic, it has
its root in the air; but if it would regain its Wire and strength, it must once more return toattheand then it has
its head and perfect potency in the earth. Hencé&tane, too, is not inaptly denominated a smallayat is called
the mountain of mountains, from which our ore i, since it is evolved from the first substaita way
analogous to that in which the great world wastetaKnow that if you bury anything in [the] eartind it rots, as
food is digested in the human body, and the goseparated from the subtle, and that which id fedim that
which is pure, then that which is pure is the fivgttter which has been set free by decay. If yadeustand this,
you know the true Art. But keep it to yourself, azabt not pearls before swine; for the vulgar régar Art with
ignorant contempt.

Explanation of the Saying of Seth, Son of Adam.

By "acid which is to be subjected to coction, amthémuted into ashes, "the Sage Seth means distileer, which
we call seed. If this, by diligent coction, is cended into a body -- which he calls ashes -- thly huses its
blackness by being washed till it becomes whitg; iy constant coction, all blackness and grossuihpare

removed. If it were not for this earth, the spivituld never be coagulated; for it would have noybiotio which it
could enter -- seeing that it cannot be coagulatetifixed anywhere but in its own body. On the ottend, the
spirit purifies its body, as Seth says, and makesite. He says further: "If you diligently heatand free it from
its blackness, it is changed into a Stone, whidalked the white coin of the Stone. "That is tg, kit is slowly
heated with a gentle fire, it is by degrees charigeda body which resists fire, and is named a&tdt is fixed,
and it has a brilliantly white appearance. A coiis icalled, because, as he who has a coin mayaseowith it
bread or whatever else he needs, so he who haSttnie may purchase for himself health, wisdonmgéwmity, gold,
silver, gems, etc. Hence it is justly called thanCsince it can buy what all the riches in the ida@rannot procure. It
is struck By the Sages, who, instead of the imdgeprince, impress upon it their own image. Thereit is
denominated the COIN of the SAGES, because itgis ttwn money, struck in their own mint

Again, when the Sage says, "Heat the Stone hlldaks [itself], and dissolve it in the well-tempéwater of the

Moon," he means that the Stone must be heatedabwtiich is in itself, until it is changed into wat or dissolved.

All this is done by its own agency; for the body&dled Moon, when it has been changed into wated;the

extracted spirit, or distilled water, is called Stor the element of [the] air is concealed ifbitf the body must be

broken in its own water, or dissolved by itselfeThvell-tempered water of the Moon" is the gentiward heat
which changes it into water, and yields two wateis, the distilled spirit, and the dissolved bodhese two
waters are again united by slow and gentle coctiandistilled spirit becoming coagulated into a¥ahe
dissolved body becoming a spirit The fixed becorwatile, and the volatile fixed, by dissolutiondacoagulation,
and both assume, first a white, and then a reducolthe change to white and red is produced byg#mee water,
and the white is always followed by the red, justlee black is followed by the white. When the Ssays, in
conclusion, "that the whole can be accomplisheg wiith the best acid, through the power of God albhe means
that the one thing from which alone our Stone capiocured may be compared to the sharpest acithahdy
means of our Art, this acid is changed into thda béearthly things, which all the treasures ofiatigs and princes
are not sufficient to buy



Explanation of the Saying of Isindrus
Good Heavens! How skilfully the Sages have contritceconceal this matter. It would surely have bieerbetter if
they had abstained from writing altogether. Forgkigeme obscurity of their style has overwhelnfexlisands in
ruin, and plunged them into the deepest poverpeaally those who set about this task without etenslightest
knowledge of Nature, or of the requirements of Arr What the Sages write is strictly true; but y@annot
understand it unless you are already initiatedhéngecrets of this Art. Yea, even if you were atboof the
Doctors, and a Light of the World, you would beeatdl see no meaning in their words without thisvidedge.
They have written, but you are none the wiser. Thedf/wished to communicate the secret to theitqrdy; but a
jealous feeling prevented them from doing so innplienguage. To the uninitiated reader these wofdsindrus
must appear nothing short of nonsense: "Greatigith because the air corrects the thing, iffhis or thick, hot or
cold." But the Sage means that when it ascendsthéthvater, it is hot air, for fire and air bear @fone like secret
fire concealed therein, and the water which ascéwds the earth, by that ascension becomes airttangand
when it descends, it descends into water whichatosffire; thus the earth is purified, seeing thatwater takes
[the] fire with it into the earth. For the firetise Soul, and the Moon the Spirit. Therefore, tinésagreat, because it
bears with it water and fire, and imparts themltdhings, though thereby (by this loss of watesplf becomes
cold. Then the air becomes thick, when with ite firis transmuted into the body, and thus theairects the thing
by its thickness. For it bears out our Stone aaiities it in, and purifies it both in its ascentlan its descent. In the
same way air purifies all things that grow (i.dants), gives them their food (i.e., water), angams to them its
fire, by which they are sustained. Of this you magvince yourself by ocular demonstration. Fordheears the
clouds, and sheds them upon earth in the formiof wehich rain contains secret fire derived frora grarth, and the
rays of the Sun by which it was drawn upward -- drisl fire it gives to all things as food. And altigh the rays of
the Sun and Moon are immeasurably subtle, switt,iatangible; yet the rays of our Sun and Moonraueh
swifter and more subtle than those which are reckby the plants in their growth. For the earttedtg the rays of
the Sun and Moon, and they sustain in the most eidaldmanner things of vegetable growth; and allthing rays
of the Sun and Moon nourish all created things.dyothis digestion they obtain their life. For thésason the air
may be called great, because through the gracedft&ccomplishes great things.
Again, when the Sage says, "If the air becomegthi®@., when the Sun turns aside, or is chanbére is a
thickness, till it rises,” he means that if thetiled water which is taken for the Sun, or firppaoaches its body,
and is changed into it, then the Sun stoops dowha®arth. Thereby the air becomes thick, beimgbto the
earth, and if the Sun is once more elevated thieegiomes thin; that is to say, when the watertieted from the
earth by means of the alembic, the fire rises ugwiag., the Sun is exalted, and the air beconias Again, when
he says, "This also is hot and cold, and thickresd,thinness, or softness," the Sage means th&uth is hot, and
the Moon cold; for the earth, when dissolved, esf¥oon, and water, in which is fire, is the Surest two must be
conjoined in an inseparable union. This union eemthiem to reduce the elements of all metallicarichal bodies,
into which they are injected, to perfect purity d&hlth. When the Sage adds that thickness andetssrdenote
summer and winter, he means that our Art is mingkettiickness and thinness, or two elements whiaktrhe
united by gentle warmth, like that of winter andrsuer combined. This temperate warmth, which resesithiat of
a bath, brings the Sun and Moon together. Thusé Hay the grace of God, interpreted to you thelpalic saying
of Isindrus.
Explanation of the Saying of Anaxagoras.
From the beginning of all things God is. He is likd to light and fire, and He may be likened tolétier in His
essence, because fire is the first principle oftatigs that are seen and grow. In the same wayfjrt principle of
our Art is fire. Heat impels Nature to work, andt®working are manifested Body, Spirit, and Soldit is, earth
and water. Earth is the Body, oil the Soul, andew#te Spirit; and all this is accomplished throtigd Divine
goodness and lenity, without which Nature can diing; or, as the Sage says: "God's lenity rulethadgs; and
beneath the thickness of the earth, after creatienrevealed lenity and integrity.” That is to:d&yhe earth is
separated from the water, and itself dissolved @iitand water, the oil is integrity, and the watsmity; for the
water imparts the soul to the oil and to the baahd [the body] receives nothing but what is imphtteit by
heaven, that is, by the water -- and the watesusaled under the oil, the oil under the earth.tReffire is subtle,
and floats upward from the earth with subtle watersl is concealed in the earth. Now oil and aif @arth are
purified by their own spirit Therefore the oil igtégrity in the body, and the spirit lenity. Ancethpirit in the first
operation descends to the body and restores lifeetbody; although the oil is pure and remainé wie body, yet
it cannot succour the body without the help ofgpgit; for the body suffers violence and anguidtilavit is
dissolved and purified. Then, again, the "thicknefghie earth” is transmuted into a thin substasum as water or
oil, and thus the "lenity" is seen in the body. Bar body is so mild or soft as to be changedvster, or oil,
although before it was quite dry. Therefore oségn in the earth, which is the fatness or lifthefwater, i.e., an



union of fire, air, and water. Now give the wateithe body to drink, and it will be restored te@liAnd though
those three elements have ascended from the gatttie virtue remains with the body, as you maytse
dissolving it into oil and water. But the oil caniroperate without the spirit, nor can the spiriabguit without the
oil and the body. Therefore they must be united; @h"lenity" and "integrity" are seen in the bodhen it is
transmuted to white and red.
Explication of the Opinion of Pythagoras.
This Sage asks what that is which is touched, abchgt seen. He means that the substance whickpaed by
our Art is one thing, which is tangible and invisibThat is to sayi, it is felt, but not seen, rothie mode of its
operation known. He who knows it, but knows nobip&ration, as yet knows nothing as he ought. @inésthing,
which alone is profitable for the purposes of out, firoceeds from a certain dark place, wherenbisseen, nor are
its operation or its virtue known to any but thi¢gizted. A great mystery is also concealed in thagtht itself,
namely, air and fire, or the Sun, the Moon, andStas. This is concealed in it, and yet is inl&ilas the Sage
says: What is not seen, or known, is only heavéat Which is felt, and not seen, is earth. Eadlisshe Sage, is
thickness, or body, which is found at the bottonthef Matter, has accumulated in the Matter, ancbeafelt and
known. By the words, "that is between heaven amtheahich is not known," (ie., in the world), t8&&age means
that the Matter of our Stone is found in the smaltld; not in rocks and mountains, or in the ealbtlt, between
heaven and earth, i.e., in the air. Again, whesdyes that "in it are senses, and entirety, as stastk, hearing,
touch," he would teach us that in human natureetfgeentirety of mind and perception; for man caow, feel, and
understand. He would also teach us how our Stottelie found, namely, by sight, hearing, smelkegtaand touch.
By sight, because the Matter of the Stone is thackhin and clear, and turns black, white, and Bydsmell,
because, when its impurity is purged away, it emitsost sweet fragrance. By taste, because istshiitter and
disagreeable, but afterwards becomes most pleBgaouch, because that sense enables us to digingetween
the hard and the soft, the gross and the subttercle@ water and earth, and between the differagestof
distillation, putrefaction, dissolution, coagulatjdermentation, and injection, which the substagmes through.
The different processes of the task are perceivttdthie senses, and it should be accomplished mithty-six
days.
Loosening of the Knot of Aristeus
"Take the body which | have shewn you, and baatatthin leaves," i.e., take the earth which ck=sato our
substance, and, by having become dry, becomedevamild knowable; for now it is water and earth. €agh is
thusshewn and divided into two parts, earth and water. hat earth be taken, placed in a phial, and putviaman
bath, by the warmth of which it is dissolved, thghuts own internal coction, into water; this theg® calls beating
into thin leaves. The body which is thus obtaireddriously described as the Philosopher's StartheoStone of
leaves. "Add some of our salt water, and this éswhter of life." That means: After its dissolutiomo water, it
must receive our salt water to drink, for this wdtas been previously distilled from it, and is teter of life; for
the soul and spirit of the body are hidden iniiif & is called our sea water; the same also isataral name,
because it is obtained from the invisible hiddesm @the Sages, the sea of the smaller world. BEoAd is called
the smaller world, and thus it is the water of sea. If this water is added to the body, and heatedourified with
it, the body is purged by long coction, and itsoemlchanges from black to a brilliant white, white water is
coagulated, and forms, by indissoluble union wliié body, the imperishable Philosopher's Stone, wye must
use to the glory of God, and the good of your nedgin.
Exposition of the Sayings of Parmenides.
Jealous Sages have named many waters and metadand, simply for the purpose of deceiving yargn the
philosophers would warn us that they have usecsggclest the whole mystery should be manifestédrball the
world. Those who follow the letter of their diremtis are sure to be led astray, and to miss enthelyrue
foundation of our Art. The fault, however, lies math the Sages so much as with the ignoranceeif thaders.
The Sages name it a stone; and so it is a storiehvwehdug up from our mine. They speak of metag] there are
such things as metals liquefied from our ore. Témgak of water; but our water we obtain from oun®pring. The
red and white sulphur they refer to are obtainechfour air. Their salt is obtained from our salbes. It is our Sun,
our verdigris, halonitre, alkali, orpiment, arser@ar poison, our medicine, etc. By whatever namey tall it they
cannot make it more than one thing. It is righ#gcribed by all the Sages, but not plainly enowghife uninitiated
enquirer. For such an one knows neither the substaor its operation. The Sage says: "Relinquish Bloon, and
Venus for our ore," i.e., it is not to be foundaimy earthly metals, but only in our ore. Whoevghtly understands
the concluding words of the Sage has receivedat btessing at the hand of God.
Explanation of the Saying of Lucas.
By the living water of the Moon this Sage meanswater, which is twofold. The distilled water itMoon; the
Sun, or fire, is hidden in it, and is the Fathealbthings. Hence it is compared to a man, becthes&un is in the



water. It is also called living water; for the liéé the dead body is hidden in the water. It iswla¢er of the Moon,

because the Sun is the Father and the Moon thegvlid#lence, also, they are regarded as husband iadhive

Body is the Moon, or Mother, and the distilled wate male principle, rises upward from the eaatt] for that

reason is sometimes called Moon. For it is the maft¢he Moon, or Body. It has left the Body, andshenter it
again before our Art can be perfected. Hence thdyBor Moon, has well been designated the femateipte, and

the water, or Sun, the male principle, for reasshieh have been set forth at length in this book.
Again, when the Sage says, "Coagulate it aftefashion,” those last three words mean that the Inoalst receive
its spirit to drink gradually, and little by littleintil it recovers its life, and health, and sg#m which takes place by
means of the same gentle heat which digests fotteistomach, and matures fruit in its place. Er dur custom
to eat, drink, and live in gentle warmth. By thégiimen our body is preserved, and all that is &l unprofitable is
driven out from our body. According to the saméhfas of gentle coction, all that is fetid and blaslgradually
purged out of our Stone. For when the Sage sayer'@adir fashion," he wishes to teach you that tieparation of
the Stone bears a strict analogy to the proceggbe buman body. That the chemical developmewtuofsubstance
is internal, and caused by the operation of Nadmekof its four elements, the Sage indicates byvibrels,
"Everything is already coagulated." The substamregains all that is needed; there is nothing tadéed or taken
away, seeing that it is dissolved and again cogpbioy its own inherent properties. When the Sagéroees, "I bid
you take water of life, which descends from the Moand pour it upon our earth till it turns whitg means that if
water and earth are separated from each othertlieedry body is our earth, and the extracted wattdre water of
the Moon, or water of life. This process of adfusidesiccation, attrition, coagulation, etc., isaated till the body
turns white; and then takes place on conglutinatidrich is indissoluble. "Then," as the Sage says,have our
Magnesia, and the Nature of natures rejoicessgist and body become one thing: they were onegthéand after
separation have once more become one thing; thierefoe nature rejoices in the restoration of thero
Exposition of the Saying of Ethelius.

He says: "Heat our Stone until it shines like dizzgmarble; then it becomes great, and a mystio&tfor sulphur
added to sulphur preserves it on account of ire§i$." That is to say: When the moist and the dwelbeen
separated, the dry which lies at the bottom, amdlied our Stone, is as black as a raven. It ineistubjected to the
coction of our water (separated from it), untib$es its blackness, and becomes as white as gzzéirble. Then
it is the mystic Stone which by coction has beangmuted into fixed mercury with the blessing oiGbhe Stone
is mystic, or secret, because it is found in aetq@ace, in an universally despised substanceent@ione looks for
the greatest treasure of the world. Hence it mdi/beecalled The HIDDEN STONE. By the joining ofdw
sulphurs and their mutual preservation, he meaighiough, after the separation of spirit and bdldgre seem to
be two substances, yet, in reality, there is omly substance; so the body which is below is "sulpland the spirit
which is above is also "sulphur.” Now, when theispéturns to the body, one sulphur is added tutfzar; and they
are bound together by a mutual fitness, since tly lsannot be without the spirit, nor the spiritheiut the body.
Hence there are these two sulphurs in the bodyetth@nd the white, and the white sulphur is intdiaek body,
while the red is hid beneath it. If the spirit imdually added to the body, it is entirely coagdainto the body,
sulphur is added to sulphur, and perfection idregththrough the fitness which exists between thEme. body
receives nothing but its own spirit; for it hasaieed its soul, and what has been extracted frbodg can be joined
to nothing but that same body. The spirit delightsothing so much as in its own soul, and its dedy. Hence the
Sage says: "When the spirit has been restorectbdtly, the sulphur to the sulphur, and the waténé earth, and
all has become white, then the body retains thdt,spind there can be no further separation."Tlushave the well
purged earth of the Sages, in which we sow oungtaito infinity, that it may bring forth much ftui

Explanation of the Saying of Pythagoras.

You have good cause to wonder at the great vasietyays in which the Sages have expressed the gange
Nevertheless, their descriptions apply only to btadter, and their sayings refer only to a singlessance. For
when our Sage says, "We give you directions comegmhese things: We tell you that it is dry walie the water
of the Moon, which you have prepared, "he meanswesSages must give directions, according to &gt bf our
ability. If those directions, rightly understoody dot answer the purpose, you may justly chargeitisfraud and
imposture. But if you fail through not taking oueaming, you must blame your own unspeakable stypighich
follows the letter, but not the spirit of our ditens. When the Sage further says that it muskdtshown water, he
would teach you that after the separation of tlyefidrm the moist, the water extracted from the bizdie right
water, and the water of the Moon, prepared by fadtion and distillation. This extracted waterégarded as the
male principle, and the earth, or body, as the fempanciple. The water of the husband must novioleed in
conjugal union to that of the wife; the body mudtintervals, drink of its own prepared water, aedome ever
purer, the more it drinks, till it turns most womnfil#ly white. Then it is called "our calx," and yeoust pour the
water of our calx upon the body, until it is coagat, becoming tinged, and a most bright qualityrres to it, and



the body itself is saturated with its own moistufgiou wish to obtain the red tincture, you shodigsolve and
coagulate, and go through the whole process owanaygerily, this is God's own truth, an accuraiejple, and
plain statement of the requirements of our Art.
Explanation of the Emerald Table of Hermes.
Hermes is right in saying that our Art is true, dvas been rightly handed down by the Sages; abtdazoncerning
it have arisen through false interpretation ofrihestic language of the philosophers. But, sincg #re loth to
confess their own ignorance, their readers prefeay that the words of the Sages are imposturéadsehood. The
fault really lies with the ignorant reader, who dot understand the style of the Philosophers the
interpretation of our books, they would suffer tiseiwes to be guided by the teaching of Naturegeratian by their
own foolish notions, they would not miss the maskhspelessly. By the words which follow: "That wis above
is also that which is below," he describes the &fatf our Art, which, thougbne, is divided into two things, the
volatile water which rises upward, and the eartlictvties at the bottom, and becomes fixed. But witkerreunion
takes place, the body becomes spirit, and thet figidomes body, the earth is changed into watebanodmes
volatile, the water is transmuted into body, anddmees fixed. When bodies become spirits, and sfidtlies, your
work is finished, for then that which rises upwardl that which descends downward become one bdutyefore
the Sage says that that which is above is thathwikibelow, meaning that, after having been seedrato two
substances (from being one substance), they ane jagzed together into one substance, i.e., anrumihich can
never be dissolved, and possesses such virtuefficatg that it can do in one moment what the Sannot
accomplish in a thousand years. And this miraclersmught by a thing which is despised and rejebtethe
multitude. Again, the Sage tells us that all thimgge created, and are still generated, from osedubstance and
consist of the same elementary material; and gfthst substance God has appointed the four elesnehich
represent a common material into which it mighthagis be possible to resolve all things. Its devekaqt is
brought about by the distillation of the Sun anddWoFor it is operated upon by the natural heghefSun Moon,
which stirs up its internal action, and multiplesch thing after its kind, imparting to the substaa specific form.
The soul, or nutritive principle, is the earth whieceives the rays of the Sun and Moon, and thdréaeds her
children as with mother's milk. Thus the Sun isfttler, the Moon is the mother, the earth theewwand in this
substance is that which we require. He who canitaded prepare it is truly to be envied. It is aegied by the Sun
and Moon in the form of a vapour, and collectethmplace where it is found. When Hermes adds'thatair
bears it in its womb, the earth is its nurse, tihel world its Father,” he means that when thetamics of our
Stone is dissolved, then the wind bears it in ibnlv, i.e., the air bears up the substance in the & water, in
which is hid fire, the soul of the Stone, and fsehe Father of the whole world. Thus, the votasiibstance rises
upward, while that which remains at the bottontheas"whole world" (seeing that our Art is compated "small
world "). Hence Hermes calls fire the father of tigole world, because it is the Sun of our Art, airdMoon, and
water ascend from it; the earth is the nurse oSfome, i.e., when the earth receives the rayseoBun and Moon, a
new body is born, like a new foetus in the mothedsnb. The earth receives and digests the ligi&usf and Moon,
and imparts food to its foetus day by day, tithéicomes great and strong, and puts off its blackaed defilement,
and is changed to a different colour. This, "childhich is called "our daughter," represents oumstavhich is born
anew of the Sun and Moon, as you may easily seenwie spirit, or the water that ascended, is gihdu
transmuted into the body, and the body is born aaed grows and increases in size like the foetulkdé mother's
womb. Thus the Stone is generated from the filsstsuince, which contains the four elements; it @ight forth by
two things, the body and the spirit; the wind betais its womb, for it carries the Stone upwardrr earth to
heaven, and down again from heaven to earth. THeuStone receives increase from above and frorwhelad is
born a second time, just as every other foetusheiated in the maternal womb; as all created shimigng forth
their young, even so does the air, or wind, brimghf our Stone. When Hermes adds, "Its power, ioue;j is entire,
when it is transmuted into earth," he means thanithe spirit is transmuted into the body, it reesiits full
strength and virtue. For as yet the spirit is vtdaand not fixed, or permanent. If it is to beefil, we must proceed
as the baker does in baking bread. We must impdyteolittle of the spirit to the body at a timas} as the baker
only puts a little leaven to his meal, and witkedvens the whole lump. The spirit, which is oavien, in like
fashion transmutes the whole body into its own &uize. Therefore the body must be leavened agdiagain,
until the whole lump is thoroughly pervaded witle {power of the leaven. In our Art the body leavresspirit, and
transmutes it into one body, and the spirit leatBrsody, and transmutes it into one spirit Areltiho, when they
have become one, receive power to leaven all thingswhich they are injected, with their own uiet
The Sage continues: "If you gently separate théndaym the water, the subtle from the hard, then8tascends
from earth to heaven, and again descends from hdawearth, and receives its virtue from above famih below.
By this process you obtain the glory and brightrafdiie whole world. With it you can put to flighbverty,
disease, and weariness; for it overcomes the soigtteury, and penetrates all hard and firm bodids.means that



all who would accomplish this task must separatentioist from the dry, the water from the earth. Wager, or
fire, being subtle, ascends, while the body is handl remains where it is. The separation mustberaplished by
gentle heat, i.e., in the temperate bath of theeSaghich acts slowly, and is neither too hot ward¢old. Then the
Stone ascends to heaven, and again descends femarhio earth. The spirit and body are first sepdrahen
again joined together by gentle coction, of a terafpee resembling that with which a hen hatcheshgs. Such is
the preparation of the substance, which is worghwthole world, whence it is also called a "littlend." The
possession of the Stone will yield you the greadetight, and unspeakably precious comfort. It @iflo set forth to
you in a typical form the creation of the worldwlill enable you to cast out all disease from thenan body, to
drive away poverty, and to have a good understgnafithe secrets of Nature. The Stone has virtumttsmute
mercury into gold and silver, and to penetratéaild and firm bodies, such as precious stones atalsnYou
cannot ask a better gift of God than this gift, ethis greater than all other gifts. Hence Hermey justly call
himself by the proud title of "Hermes Trismegistwho holds the three parts of the whole world cdeim."

The Glory of the World (part 4)

Another Tract,

Corresponding To The First, Which May Be Read With Geat Profit.

Preface.

We may justly wonder that the Sages who have wreitgout this most precious and secret Art, haveghbit
necessary to invent so many occult and allegoeigptessions, by means of which our Art is conceat#dnly
from the unworthy but from earnest and diligentstuts of the truth. Foolish persons, indeed, whd their books,
and hear of the riches and all the other good thimigich this Art affords, experience a pleasaiditig sensation in
their ears, and straightway behold visions of thedwes sitting on golden thrones, and commandinthaltreasures
of the universe, they fancy that the Art can berled in the twinkling of an eye, soon come to rdghemselves as
great Doctors, and are unable to conceive the lpibgsbf their making a mistake, or being led astby the Sages,
much less are they aware that it has always beeoustom of the philosophers to conceal the fundéethéacts of
this Art and to reveal them to their own sons aisdigles only in sententious allegorical sayings$s impossible to
read through all that the Sages have ever writtethis subject; but it is a still more hopelessentaking to gather
from their books a full and sufficient knowledgeaafr Art, unless, indeed, God opens your undergtgndnd
gives you a real insight into the natural propsrtiéthings, and thereby into the sayings of theke speak of
them. For it is Nature alone that accomplishesvtli®us processes of our Art, and a right undedstenof Nature
will furnish you with eyes wherewith to perceivethecrets thereof. Thus Bason says: "Take cari® @aotd
anything else; for it is the property of our substto overcome all other things.” And Bondinulstas that the
whole process is accomplished by means of the wdimh issues from the Stone. Alphidius declares the
Philosopher's Stone contains four different natuaad thereby possesses a virtue and efficacyasiahe found in
no other stone. Therefore, the question of the RBgge Haly, whether there is another stone updh adich may

be compared with our Stone, and possesses thevganaerful properties, is answered by Morienus & th
following words: "I am aware of no other stone gfial excellence, potency, and virtue, for it camgahe four
elements in a visible form, and is singular okitsd among all the created things of the worldthgrefore, any
person should take any [other] Stone but the ongadded by this Magistery, his labours must resuflailure."”
Moreover, the ancient Sage Arros says: "Our Steneséless for our purpose, until it be purgedsofiibss earth.”
In like manner we are informed by Morienus thategslthe body be purged of its grossness, it cdrenonhited to
its spirit; but when it has put off its gross natuhe spirit joins itself to it, and delights thlhecause both have been
freed from all impurity.” The truth of his wordsastested by Ascanius in "The Crowd," who saysiriSpcannot
join themselves to impure bodies; but when the Huay/been well purged, and digested by coctionsiré
becomes united to it, amidst a phenomenal exhibiticall the colours in the world, and the impetfeady is
tinged with the indestructible colour of the fermehis ferment is the soul, in and through whiké $pirit is joined
to the body, and transmuted with the body intoahleur of the ferment, whereupon all three becomething."
Hence it is well, though somewhat enigmaticallyday the Sages, that there takes place a conjnizh of
husband and wife, and that of the two a child is\kadter their likeness, just as men generate metals metals,
and all other things that which is like them.



Hence all that would exercise this Art must know pinoperties of the most noble substance theradffalow the
guidance of Nature. But many enquirers conduct thgérations at haphazard, they grope in the @amtt,do not
know whether their art be an imitation of Naturenot. Yet they undertake to correct, and intengtg operation
of Nature. Of such persons Arnold says that they@ach our Art as the ass goes up to the cribkmmtving for
what it opens its mouth. For they do not know whaty would do, nor are they aware that they mggtti to the
teaching of Nature. They seek to do the works dfiMg but they will not watch the hand of her whitray pretend
to imitate. Yet our Art has a true foundation irural fact. For Nature prepares the metals in #réhesome
perfect, like gold and silver; others imperfedtelVenus, Mars, Saturn, and Jupiter, accordingedabour and
influence of the planets. He, then, who would aqaiish our Magistery, and desires to participatthis most noble
Art, must know the seed from which the metals ateirally generated in the earth, which seed we venhy
Nature, and purify and prepare it by Art, makingdtglorious, and full of wonderful potency, thathwt we can
impart instant purity and perfection to the impetfieodies of men and metals. This seed we mustexiom
perfect, pure, and mature bodies, if we would attaé desired end. Now, in order that you may tbeemeadily
attain this knowledge, | have composed the foll@wimact concerning the first principle of Naturadahe creation
and generation of man -- which the student of oagigtery should diligently peruse, consider, angksli. Then he
will not so easily miss the right path.
The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom
All true Sages and philosophers have earnestlyrgdagbtain a knowledge of Almighty God as Hedgealed in
His marvellous works; this knowledge they attainadso far as it can be attained by the human nbgdiligently
considering the origin and first principles of tdings. For they were enabled to realize the onteipze of the
Creator by the contemplation of the secret powaerd, miraculous virtues, which He has infused irgtural things.
They were led to consider how they might employrtkeowledge for the good of the human race, and tiey
might reveal it to others, and they received wisdorexpound the first principles of natural thingat more
especially the birth and death of man, in sometlkethe following way: In the beginning God credtall things
out of a subtle liquid, or impalpable vapour whigas neither moist, nor dry, nor cold, nor hot, lgint, nor dark,
but a confused chaos. This subtle vapour Goddirahged into water, which He then separated ifard and a
liquid part, or into earth and water. Out of eletaey water He further evolved air, and out of elataey earth He
brought forth fire, that is, elementary fire. Aridriay still be seen that the two first elementstaonthe two last; for
daily experience teaches us that in water thea&,ignd that in earth there is fire. Out of th€zel created the
firmament, the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, dnuottar natural objects. At last He created a bairigis own
image, which He formed out of moist earth -- ifer,the most part out of earth (which encloses fin@istened with
water (containing air). Hence it is said that maswreated out of the four elements, and he isdall'small
world." But man lay like one dead upon the grounttjl God breathed into his nostrils the spirititd, and Adam
became a living soul. In like manner God creatédtaker animals, and all plants and minerals, duhe four
elements. Then God set Adam in the Garden of BddParadise, which He had planted with His own Isaatd in
which flourished all manner of flowers, fruit, repherbs, leaves, and grass. Then Adam's heaffill@dswith joy,
and he understood the great power of his Creatadrpaaised and magnified Him with his lips; at ttiate he
suffered no lack of any thing, having all that hésart desired, and he was appointed lord of aératheatures.
Therefore, the eternal Creator bade the holy arigelg every other living being to Adam, that aligint
acknowledge him as their lord, and that Adam mgite to each one its own name, and distinguishfiara the
other.
Now when God beheld the animals walking about iraéiae, each with its own mate (except Adam, foomvino
mate was found); when God saw them approaching dniich yet eager to flee from him, because of therence
and awe with which he inspired them -- God saitlis'hot good for man to be alone "; therefore Hesed a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and taking one of his,rifzst far from his heart, He formed it into a béaltvoman. This
woman God brought unto the man, calling her Evd,gave her to him for a wife, that he might proteet, that she
might obey him, and that they might be fruitful andltiply.
The Glory and Excellence of Adam.
God had appointed that Adam and Eve should spéimdusand years in Paradise, and then be transtatdg,and
soul, to the Eternal Life of Heaven; the same glasidestiny was in reserve for their posterity. #yet man was
pure, good, and sinless, and not subject or liebény kind of distemper or sickness. He was aet#¥ptand perfect
in the sight of His Creator, who had made him is blivn image, and given him all the produce of Faeatd eat,
except the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, from alhhe was to abstain on pain of eternal punishniett, bodily
and spiritual. But when he gave ear to the sedueimgls of the Evil One, and ate the forbidden froé
straightway became poor and wretched, perceivedviiisnakedness, and concealed himself amongstebe of
the garden. He had deserved eternal death, arauitiviave fallen upon him, if the Son of God, oord.and



Saviour Jesus Christ, had not promised to givefsation for him. Yet in this world God punishedakd with a
heavy yoke of wretchedness, tribulation, poverty disease, followed by the bitter agony of dekthalso drove
him forth from Paradise, and laid a heavy cursenithe ground, that thenceforward it should notdpforth fruit of
its own accord, but that it should bear thorns thigtles. Now, when Adam found himself in the midsa wild and
uncultivated earth, compelled to gain his breadilligg the field in the sweat of his brow, andéndure much
suffering, care, and anxiety, he began to thinlossty of what he had done to provoke the wratfso#, to
experience deep sorrow for his grievous sin, arichpglore God's gracious mercy and forgiveness.prigers
appeased the paternal heart of God, and induceddi@ase the grievous yoke laid upon Adam. Therakfatct of
his punishment, however, remained, and death, thdeferred, at length overtook him. But, as | €agd mitigated
the punishment of Adam, and took away from his rteekgrievous yoke of suffering, by shewing him theans of
warding off the strokes of impending calamity. Bas purpose the natural properties of things wevealed to
Adam by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; and\was taught to prepare medicines out of herbs, st@re metals,
wherewith he might alleviate his hard lot, ward difease, and keep his body in good health urtietid of his
days, which, however, was known to God alone. &tihpugh from the very beginning Adam had a cleaigiht
into the working of the natural world, the greatafsall secrets was still hidden from him, till Gode day called
him into Paradise, and set forth to him this mdoued mystery -- the mystery of our Stone -- in tbléowing words:
"Behold, Adam, here are two things, the one fixed enmutable, the other volatile and inconstane Gheat virtue
and potency that slumber in them you must not deweeall your sons. For | created them for a spqmiepose,
which | will now no longer conceal from you.”" Nowhen Adam had learned the mystery out of God's math,
he kept it a strict secret from all his sons, uatilength, towards the close of his life, he aledileave from God to
make the preparation of the Stone known to hisS&th. Unless Adam had possessed the knowledges afrtat
mystery he would not have been able to prolongjfeiso the age of 300 (let alone 900) years. Fomlas never for
a moment free from an agonizing sense of his quild, of the terrible evils which he had, by hiobisdience,
brought upon himself and his posterity, who, thtohgs fault, were one and all involved in the candation of
eternal death. If we consider this, it must apeaazing that Adam could keep alive even so lorg siagle year
after his fall; and we thereby clearly perceiveffrthe fact that he attained to so great a lenfytiays) that the
goodness of God must have furnished him with safaeteserving remedy. If Adam had not possessed ou
Medicine, or Tincture, he could not have borne ngar so much tribulation, anxiety, wretched nesgsf,gsorrow,
and disease. But against all these ills he usededicine, which preserved his limbs and his sttiefiggm decay,
braced his faculties, comforted his heart, refrddtie spirit, relieved his anxiety, fortified hisomal body against
all manner of disease, and, in short, guarded rom &ll evil until the last hour of his life.
At length, however, Adam found that the Remedy madbnger any power to strengthen him, or to prglbis life.
So he began to consider his end, refrained fronyagpthe Medicine any more, threw himself upon thercy of
God, and sent his son Seth (to whom he had conflaedecret), to she gate of Paradise, to demand ebthe
fruit of the Tree of Life. His request was denigchhwhereupon he returned, and carried back téellieer the
answer of the Angel. It was heavy news for Adamo whbw felt that his end was approaching, and toeeefent
Seth a second time to fetch the oil of mercy. Befue could return, Adam died; but, at the biddihGod, Seth
obtained from the Angel some olive stones fromTiree of the Oil of Mercy, and planted them on hithér's
grave, where they grew into the tree from which@hness of our Blessed Redeemer was made. Thughhiowa
carnal sense the Oil was denied to Adam, and btdughno surcease from temporal death; yet, inidgtsal sense,
it was freely given to him and obtained for him atichis offspring eternal life, and free, gracipaad merciful
forgiveness of all their sins, concerning which Godmised that He would remember them no more.
Thus, through the Heavenly Tree of Life, God figfil the prayer of our first parent Adam, and grdmitis request
in a way which he had not looked for; and he nostetsithe joy which is at the right hand of God, srfdr ever
removed from the hostile power of hunger, thirsath cold, death, and all the other evils whickHles heir to. Let
us then diligently strive to realize that the Mysgtef the Redemption is the most precious, the ragsellent, and
the most awful of the mysteries revealed by Gocham, a mystery which no human thought can sourdiyéaich
no human lips can ever fully utter. But of this AWMystery, or Medicine of the Soul, God has alsstbwed upon
us an earthly antitype, or Medicine of the Bodyngans of which wretched man may, even in thisdyacure
himself against all bodily distempers, put to fliginxiety and care, and refresh and comfort histleahe hour of
trouble -- namely, the Mystery of the Sages, oleglicine of the Philosophers. If, therefore, a mauld be
perfectly happy in this world, and in the worlddomme, he should earnestly and devoutly strive toime possessed
of these two Remedies; and for this purpose, haldharn to God with his whole heart, and ask fig gracious
help, without which neither can be obtained; amdyva all, he should be most eager to receive thaidrly by
which the soul is healed of the mortal diseaserof s



This is the true fountain of the Sages; and therething like it upon earth, but one eternal thimgwhich the
mortal body may, in this vale of tears, be fortifiggainst all accidental disease, shielded fronp#mgs of poverty,
and rendered sound, healthy, and strong, beinggemt against all mischances to the very end; gnahiich also
metallic bodies may. be changed into gold throughiakening of the process which Nature uses irhdaat of the
earth. The preparation and effects of this Stoaenat unjustly considered to bear a close analoglya creation of
the world; therefore, | thought well to give an agnot of it from the very beginning.

I will now proceed briefly to expound my view ofishArt, which, as all Sages testify, correspondstnetosely to
the creation and generation of man. | will attetoptnake my meaning as plain as | dare, for theygibthe Holy
Trinity, and the good of all Christian believershégh God had created the world, and adorned italitmanner of
green things, herbs, roots, leaves, flowers, gaasbalso with animals and minerals, he blesseu,thed appointed
that everything should bring forth fruit and sed@raits kind. Only Adam (who is our Matter) wastiyet in a
position to produce any fruit out of himself. Beddre could propagate his species, it was necesrg part of
him should be taken away, and again joined to ham,his wife Eve. Hereunto we must understantighdong as
our substance is still gross and undivided, itarduce no fruit It must first be divided, the dalitom the gross,
or the water from the earth. The water is Eveherdpirit; the earth Adam, or the body. And asnttade is useless
for purposes of generation until it be united te thmale, so our earth is dead till it is quickebgdhe union with
water. This is what that ancient Sage, Hermes, meduien he says that the dead must be raised tautitethe
feeble made strong.

It is necessary, then, to unite body and soul,tardhange that which is below into that which isdy i.e., body
into spirit, and spirit into body. By this expremsiyou are to understand not that the spirit bBlfiis changed into a
body, or that the body by itself is changed in&pait, but that both are united, and that theisgr water,
dissolves, or resuscitates the body, or earth,evth@ body attracts the spirit, or water; and thay are thus joined
into one substance, the earth being softened byaiter, and the water hardened by the earth hieabays in the
street pour water on dry dust, and knead the winédeone mass. For this reason the Sages callrogeps child's
play, in which the death of one is the life of tiber, i.e., in which the hardness of the one fiesed by the other,
and vice versa, seeing that the two are nothindpbdy and spirit originally belonging together. \Whe
contemplating this union, the Sage, Hermes, biwstls into the following exclamation: "Oh, how strg,
victorious, and precious is this nature that sqpaakably comforts its supplementary nature!" Tlaigire is water,
which stirs up and quickens the nature of the bétiynce it is said that Adam, or the body, wouldibad without
Eve, the spirit; for when the water has been thstifrom our substance. the body lies dead aneébatthe bottom
of the alembic, and is described by the Sagesiag,bafter the loss of its spirit, black, poisonpasd deadly. If the
body is to be resuscitated, it must be renderddrfigeneration by being purged of its blackness fatid smell, and
then its sweat or spirit must be restored to &;ghirit cannot conceive unless the body be allowezinbrace its
Eve, or spirit. Senior says that the higher vapoust be brought back to the lower vapour; the [EEvirater is the
King that descends from heaven, and leads thebsmld to its body which is thereby quickened from diead.
Observe that in the body there is hidden fixed sdiich slumbers there just as the male seed sltedhbie Adam.
This the spirit, or Eve, attracts, and thus becopnegnant; that is to say: The seed of the bodyctwive call fixed
salt, is extracted from the body by its own watenith has before been separated from it), anchidereed so subtle
and volatile that it ascends with the spirit tovresa Then we say that the fixed has become vaolatié the dead
has been revived, and that the body has receifeettdim its spirit. On this account the water iledhby some
Sages the living water of the man, since it isaoted from the body, or man; and Lucas enjoin® tiake it, and
heat it after the fashion of Nature. Other Sagédtuabody the "black soil," because in it thesfiksalt is concealed
from view, like the seed in the ground. Others,mgeall it the "black raven,"” which has in its m#ve "white
dove"; and the water which is distilled from thedgghey call the "virgin's milk," -- by which thehite dove must
be brought forth from the black raven. In shorgsththings are described by the Sages under avgiriety of
names; but the meaning of those names is the darntes fashion the water is embraced by the boaythe seed
of the body, or the fixed salt, makes the wategpaat. For the water dissolves the body, and hgassrd with it
some particles of the fixed salt; and the oftehir process is repeated, the thicker does the Wwatayme. Hence
the repetition of the process is a most importanmtiHermes says that when he saw the water grigdyraiw
thicker and harder, he rejoiced, for thereby heaktteat he should find what he sought. The watem timust be
poured upon the body, and heated with it, till boely is dissolved, and then again extracted @llibdy is
coagulated. Thus the body must be well broken ng,parified by washing. This process of affusiod amtraction
must be repeated until all the salt, or potencyeffidacy, has been extracted from the body. Thibé case when
the water becomes white and thick, and, in the,dwdd and solid like ice, while in the heat it tadike butter.
Now, when nothing more can be extracted from tratybthe residuum must be removed,; for it is thessilypous
part of the substance. This is what the Sages mban they say: In the preparation we remove thatinis



superfluous; but otherwise our whole Magisterydsamnplished with one single substance, nothinggadded,
and nothing taken away, except that which is reallyerfluous; for it possesses in abundance aligheeded,
namely, the water, or "white, flaky earth," whiclush be injected into "living mercury;" that so th@nsmutation
into good and fixed silver may take place. But stirimg much more noble and precious is concealdkisnwater
(fixed salt), which grows and grows like the infamthe mother's womb. For as the embryo in theimathich is
first a mere seed, grows, and is gradually tranechintto flesh and blood, ie., into a thicker subsg till at length
the limbs are formed; so this water grows fromwiméte colour which distinguishes it at first, fillis changed to
another colour. (For the embryo, too, is transmfitech the natural colour of the embryo into flestddlood.) The
substance at length assuming a red colour, maypimpared to the forming of the infant's limbs; ithen that we
first see what is to become of it. When you pere¢his final transmutation -- the germ of which iayhe
substance all along -- you may well rejoice; fouymve attained the object of your desire.
Thus | have described the union of the man and wothat is to say, of the body and spirit, by meainghich the
child is conceived in the water, and the whitereeggacted from the black body. Nor do we need adngtklse,
except, as Morienus says, time and patience. Taguated water is the "white, flaky earth," in elhthe Sage
bids us sow our gold and silver that they may Ifeétra hundred-thousand-fold. This is the "clearisg" of the
Count of Trevisa, in which the King bathes, thoumgh assisted by any of his ministers, who only Wwdtis clothes
until he has dried up the whole spring, when heanaltl his ministers lords and kings such as heaw#ise time of
his entering the bath. But now the King's digngiythiree times as great as it was before; he wehrse-fold
diadem on his head, and is arrayed in garmentsttiaé like carbuncles and amethysts, and benleaith he wears
the tunic of purity, and is bound with the girdierighteousness. He is the most glorious King f&f, livhose power
transcends all human thought At his side is selaitedure and chaste queen, sprung of his own seeldpf these
two are born many royal children. The redness icealed and preserved in the whiteness, which noidie
extracted, but subjected to gentle coction urttifutl crimson glory flames forth This whitenesghsis referred to in
"The Crowd": "If you see that after the blackndwsé follows a whiteness, be sure that after thicewbss will
come a redness: for the redness slumbers in themwesis, and should not be extracted, but gentigtieantil the
whole turns red." Let what | have now said suffjoe.
Hermes [says]:
You must have a good knowledge of the True Priraiflboth Natural and Artificial Substances. Fomie knows
not the true First Principle will never attain teetend.
The Love Of God And
Of Your Neighbour
Is The Perfection Of All Wisdom.
To Love God Is The Highest Wisdom,
And
Time Is Our Possession.
Unto Him Be All Honour, Praise, And Glory



